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KNIK, ALASKA 


by Ray Bonnell 


About 14 miles southwest of Wasilla on the west- 
ern shore of Cook Inlet’s Knik Arm lies the ham- 
let of Knik. Its history may be most linked with 
the Iditarod gold rush and the Iditarod Trail, how- 
ever, Knik’s recorded history dates back to about 
1880. 


Knik was originally the site of a Dena’ina 
Athabaskan Indian village. According to the Knik 
Museum (operated by the Wasilla Knik Historical Society), one of the first American trad- 
ers in the area was George W. Palmer. He established a trading post along the eastern shore 
of Knik Arm at a Dena’ina village called “Old Knik” (know known as Eklutna). In the 
1880s he moved his business across the inlet to “New” Knik. U.S. census records indicate 
that 46 Athabaskan Indians lived at the village in 1880. 


Palmer’s move to New Knik proved fortuitous. Gold was 
discovered along Cook Inlet’s Turnagain Arm in the early 
1890s, and the 1896 Cook Inlet gold rush brought an influx 
of prospectors to the region. Those fortune hunters fanned 
out over the countryside in search of gold, including the 
Talkeetna Mountains north of Knik, and to the base of the 
Alaska Range to the north and west. 


The Alaska Commercial Company soon moved to Knik. By 
1905 the community found itself the commercial center for 
the upper Cook Inlet, supplying goods to trappers and homesteaders, to miners in the Wil- 
low Creek mining district, to government exploration parties and other adventurers. 


Knik did not actually have an ideal location to be a commercial center. Because of Cook 
Inlet’s high tides and Knik’s lack of a good anchorage, freight was unloaded onto skiffs at 
Fire Island (near present day Anchorage) and lightered to Knik. Dock were eventually 
built out across the mud flats into Knik Arm so deep-draft vessels could unload at Knik. 


The town’s fortunes were lifted considerably with the discovery of gold in the winter of 
1908-1909 in the Iditarod area, 375 miles to the northwest on the far side of the Alaska 
Range. The first stampeders into the area were from the Fairbanks area - miners taking the 
first steamers headed downriver in the spring. They were joined by other gold seekers, 
many who journeyed north out of Knik, and soon the towns of Iditarod and Flat, both with 
more than 2,000 residents sprang up. 


A 2011 Alaska Geographic Society publication about the Iditarod Trail states that more 
than 65 tons of gold was mined in the Iditarod region. Most of that gold was transported by 
dog team through Knik. Photographs from that period show convoys of dog teams being 
used to haul gold - sometimes carrying more than a ton of gold in one shipment. 


By 1915 the town had about 500 residents. The 1985 book “Knik, Matanuska, Susitna: a 

visual history of the valleys,” states that the town boasted four stores, four hotels, three 

saloons, a movie house, barber shop, pool hall U.S. Commissioner’s office and jail. 
continued on page 3 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I tried. I really did. We purchased a new computer, 
and I tried to use InDesign to do this newsletter. 


Windows 10 (anything 7+) will not run PageMaker, 
the program I have used for years. ID is the succes- 
sor to PM, but it is not as user friendly, and frankly is 
a pain in the butt. I had it nearly all set to go, but 
thought about it. Was I going to fight this every 
month? I decided no. 


I have redone the newsletter in PM, retyping almost 
everything, placing the images, etc. 


I will continue to use this dinosaur (Windows 98) 
until it gives up the ghost. 


Special thanks to Ray Bonnell for his article and art- 
work on Knik, Alaska. When Anchorage was 
founded, Knik withered away. If we had built the 
“bridge to nowhere,” Knik would be a thriving bed- 
room community for Anchorage. 


Thanks also again to David Phillips for his VIONEY 
TO BURN. This issue’s subject is a bit more in- 
teresting than many. Dave has a couple more articles 
in the works, and we are looking forward to them. 


eBay was quiet this month. Take a look at the Prices 
Realized in the next column. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Native gold..., B-30a 1,800.00 
Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, 25¢, B-3a 29.01 
Chisana, Anderton, 50¢, B-1b 16.05 
Chisana, Anderton, $1, B-1c 15.50 
Chisana, Simons, $5, B-1c 400.00 


Cordova, Northern Drug, 12'2¢, 50¢, B-28b,c 49.000B 


Douglas, Douglas Inn, 5¢, B-10a 168.51 
Douglas, Republic Bar, B-34a, damaged 333.00 
Eielson AFB, NCO OM, $1, B-3d 15.50 
(Eielson AFB), Airmen’s Annex, 5¢, unlisted 62.00* 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢ B.C., B-6a 20.00BIN 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢ B.C., B-6a 10.50 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 25¢, B-10d 47.55 
Fairbanks, Working Man’s Bar, 75¢, B-57a 107.50 


Fort Yukon, F.Y. Hotel, 1 loaf bread, B-4b 495.000B 


Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 25¢, B-lb = 125.000B 
Goodnews Bay, Walter Gen Merch. FST 67.66 
Juneau, Nuggett, 12'2¢, B-54b 8.05 
Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, $1, B-6e 7.000B 
Ketchikan, Masonic Penny, B-61c 157.50 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 6.51 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 10.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 8.63 
Kongiganak, Mary Black’s Store, FST set 123.50 
Latouche, Sealey, $1, B-3a, damaged 950.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 40.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la, NGC-62 83.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-62 49.56 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-62 49.56 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-62 82.00 
Palmer, ARRC, complete set, B-1, NGC 1,200.000B 
Palmer, P.C.C. (prison), 5 15.75 
Palmer, P.C.C. (prison), 10 16.26 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bIII? 27.56 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 32.56 
Seward, Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 27.89 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12'2¢, B-14a 35.000B 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 20.000B 
Valdez, Blackwell/Rowdy, B-2a 89.95BIN 
Valdez, Copper Block, $1, B-4clI 900.000B 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, 25¢-$1, B-7 a-c 29.75 


Rainier Beer, Alaska’s Favorite, encased cent 152.50 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 67.00 
AYPE, Gold award medal, gold plated 104.50 
Hudson’s Bay Co., East Main, “% MB 310.00 
Tierra del Fuego, Ist & 2nd Argentina, 50¢ 271.66 


* unlisted, tentative attribution, see For the Record 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


KNIK, ALASKA, conr. 


Prosperity was not to last, though. The Federal 
Government’s decision to route the Alaska Railroad 
through the Susitna Valley brought ruin to Knik. Rail- 
road tracks reached Wasilla by 1917. Businesses 
quickly relocated to either Wasilla or Anchorage and 


or scavenged for building materials. Knik Hall, shown 
in the drawing, is one of only two remaining build- 
ings. Originally the Fulton-Hersey Pool and Billiard 
Hall, it was constructed in 1910, and was later used 
as a roadhouse. It was donated as a historic site by 
Lois Bjorn Birdsall and rehabilitated in 1967 by the 
Wasilla Knik Centennial Commission. It is now op- 
erated as a museum by the Wasilla Knik Historical 
Society. 
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FULTON & 
HIRSHEY 


POOL AND 
BILLIARD HALL 


Soft Drinks, Cicars, Tobacco, 
Candy, All Kinds of Fruit 


KNIK, ALASKA 


Sources: 

- Conversation with Diane Williams, docent at Knik 
Museum. 

- Exhibits at the Knik Museum 

- “Iditarod Historic Trail,” Alaska Geographic Soci- 
ety, 2011. 

- “Knik, Matanuska, Susitna: a visual history of the 
valleys,” Matanuska-Susitna Borough, 1985. 

- “Knik Site - National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination Form,” William Hanable, U.S. Park Ser- 
vice, 1973. 


- “Town of Knik epitomized mining boom-bust 
cycle,” Laurel Dowing Bill, in “Senior Voice,” Vol. 
31, No. 7, July, 2008. 


Ray Bonnell is a freelance artist, writer and long- 
time Fairbanks resident. The original pen and ink 
drawing on the front page is available for purchase. 
Contact Ray at www.pingo@mosquitnet.com or 907- 
452-5455. See more of his artwork at 
www.pingostudio.us 


MAT-SU DIRTFISHERS 


From their web page: 


“Mat-Su Dirtfishers Association was established in 
June of 2011. Four avid detectorists who often got 
together and shared their enthusiasm and the love of 
the hunt. They wanted to share their experience and 
welcome others who had the desire to participate, 
hunt and learn. 


“We have 30 active members and numerous group 
participants. We hold monthly meetings and welcome 
any who want to participate and become active in 
the sport.” 


Our Mission: 

“Furthering the hobby of metal detecting by foster- 
ing improved relations with land owners, municipali- 
ties, state and local governments, and archaeologists; 
and by providing a venue for social interaction be- 
tween those interested in the hobby of metal detect- 


” 


ing. 


See their web page at: 
matsudirtfishersassociation.com 


Their medal, recently offered on eBay is brass, 35mm. 


PAPER POTPOURRI 


(DAWSON): Reception Saloon, I.0.U., August 6, 
1901. Jim Robb reports that it was in the Orpheum 


Née- opt 6 S901 Building at 269 Front St. Bully Thomas was bar- 


keeper and it was owned by Harry Jones and Baron 
Adolph Von Spitzell It is signed by L.W. Steele, a 


{ miner. The I.O.U. is 71mm by 75mm, and it is printed 
Recep tion Saloon black on pale yellow paper. 
I. O. U. The Gazetteers do not show a Harry Jones as an 
/ uate owner, but does show William O. Young. A W.E. 
ee Thomas is shown as bartender in 1901. There is a 
FAS J 3 , po Harry Jones as a bartender in a different establish- 
tt Me, eh ment. 


we Sigacd. 


Employment during the gold rush was fluid, and any 
of these people may at some time been connected to 
the Reception Saloon. 


CORDOVA CO-OP FOOD STORE 


Two scrip notes 
from the Co-op Food 
Store in Cordova. 


Both are printed in 
black on yellow pa- 
per with a blank re- 
verse. They are 
125mm by 65mm. 


a Es 
-: 236 
2 CO-OP FOOD STORE i3e 
ki ie 
g eS 
/% EG 


—_— 


i 


edt 


gl 
ae 


5¢ 5¢ 


inch ct ct ct dh cd i dc dd cd cd act cn cnn 
Goriova Co-op * 


CORDOVA, ALASKA 
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CORDOVA, ALASKA 
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FOR THE RECORD 


tt 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): Airmen’s An- 
nex, 5¢ in trade. Aluminum, 23mm. 
Attribution tentative. Its appearance 
with another Eielson token makes 
it more likely. 


FAIRBANKS/GAKONA: Geophysical In- 
stitute, University of Alaska Fairbanks, 
HAARP (High Frequency Active Auroral 
Research Program), Area 49. Silver colored 
base metal, 51mm 


FAIRBANKS: Ride North to Alaska, 18th 
Annual Alaska State HOG Rally, Screw it, 
Let’s Ride. Silver colored base metal with 
colored insert, 44.4mm. 


ALASKA 


FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Correctional Center, good NENANA: Moochers Bar, (drink token). Red on 
for 1 meal, Value $2.00. Black on white plastic,41mm White poker chip, 39mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Northern Commercial Co., Celebrat-  4T/ASKA: BP’s Golden Rules of Safety. Reverse has 
ing 75 years as the Cat dealer in Alaska, Serving g safety rules. Brass, 39mm. (next column). 

Alaska for over 200 years. Bronze with red NC flag, 

40mm. 


PACIFIC COAST STAMP 
WORKS 


Pacific Coast Stamp Works was one of the manufac- 
turers of tokens in the Seattle area. As you can note 
on the cover of their brochure, they offered rubber, 
steel and brass stamps, stencils, seals, badges, checks, 
box brands, etc. 


A few Alaska tokens are denoted as “checks.” Val- 
dez Copper Block Buffet “Trade Check,” B-4a, is 
probably the best known. 


— 


The D. Martin, Juneau $1 token recently sold on eBay 
states “This Check Redeemable in Goods at Retail 
Prices Only” (B-46a). 


Page 217 in my book, Tinnahs & Seal Skins, Gold 
Dust & Bingles shows a work order for tokens for 
The Headquarters in Tanana. The tokens are referred 
to as “Checks” on this work order. 


This is not meant to attribute any of these to this 
maker, only to point out that “check” was a common 
term used at the time for what we call “good fors” or 
trade tokens. 


Along with tokens, they also provided stock certifi- 
cates and corporate type seals. 


This booklet shows samples of five impressed seals, 
including Irving Consolidated Mining Co., 1907. 
Eight stock certificates are pictured, including Alaska 
Petroleum & Coal Company. 


Since they were dealing with the Pacific Northwest, 
the other seals and certificates are divided between 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. 


¢ Stock Certificates 
es and Seals. 


The booklet cover is printed in blue on tan paper. Its 
actual size is 150mm by 115mm. A neat “go-with” 
for the token or stock collector. $49.00 


NOME CIRCULATING 
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= “2 ee 
Submitted by J.W. Terrill. Presumably A. Bienkowski 
is the man behind the counter, below and left of the 


sign. 


by David Phillips 


Recently I acquired a Black Fly Bar wood located at 
Baker Creek, Alaska. This location I had never heard 
of, so I inquired of the editor as to any knowledge he 
might have. He said the only Baker Creek that made 
any sense was out by Manley Hot Springs, but there 
was no settlement there. When customers from 
Manley Hot Springs came into his store, he asked 
and they were able to pinpoint the location. 


The Bar is 150 road miles (Elliott Highway) from 
Fairbanks, and a further 15 miles overland from the 
highway, via a very rudimentary road, to the junc- 
tion where Baker Creek meets the Tanana River. It 
can also be reached by boat from Manley Hot Springs, 
15 miles down the Tanana River. 


The “Bar” is a private/family run bar, on private prop- 
erty owned by Ken and Dee Born. It operates only 
when they are on site. It caters to family and friends 
who camp and visit the picturesque location, and who 
are there to camp and enjoy, fish, hunt, hike, boat on 
the river, kayak on the creek, and if/when winter con- 
ditions permit, to snowmobile in the surrounding area. 


I was able to get in touch with Ken and Dee Born, 
who graciously supplied me with the above details, 
and a photo of the Bar and its grounds. 


The Borns passed along an interesting story as to how 
the Bar got its name: 


“When we poured the sealant over the Bar, it was 
quite late in the evening, so we went to bed knowing 
it would be cured by the next morning. It was per- 
manently cured...with a million tiny black flies that 


were apparently attracted to the smell. With no en- 
ergy to redo/repair.... Thus the name Black Fly Bar!” 


The wood is the standard 1’4 inch (38mm) diameter, 


printed in black. 500 were made in 2010. Distribu- 
tion is at the bar and the woods are still in use. 


KENAT RACING PIGS 


I went to the Kenai Pen- 
insula Fair a few years 
ago (2014) and was en- 
tertained by the Racing 
Pigs. We have a couple 
sets of wooden tokens 
used during the races. 
You placed your bet 
and received a wooden token to redeem if your pig 
won. These sets of 6 (different colors) are available 
for $12 postpaid (2 sets available. 


ay — awe 


We also have one uniface sponsor’s medal. It is base 
metal with a gold colored rim and antiqued silver 
center, 58mm. This is $10 postpaid. 


ATHLETIC MEDALS 


The first Alaska International Senior Games was held in 2003. They 
are held every year in August in Fairbanks. There are 20 sports with 
over 60 events. Offered here are four medals: 2003, brass, 51mm with 
ribbon; 2003 participant, bronze, 44mm with ribbon; no date (2007 
marked on the back), brass, 51mm with ribbon; as preceding, but no 
date on back, no ribbon. Backs are blank, measurements do not include 
the loop. All four of $25.00 postpaid. 


Northern Lights Championship, silver colored base metal with green 
and black enamel, 70mm. $10 postpaid. 


THREE NEW 
MIDNIGHT SUN TOKENS 


My old Midnight Sun die was wearing out, so I made 
a new one, with a new “sun” punch. 


First is a 1/10 oz. silver token, with a new reverse 
using new, custom-made punches. A pick and shovel 
are in the center, and two tiny pick and shovels are 


Next is another 1/10 silver token with a brass insert. 
It is thicker than the preceding so that it still contains 
1/10 oz. of silver. ($12 postpaid). 


Finally, 1/10 oz. silver with a 1 DWT native gold 
center plug. This utilizes a reverse used on previous 
issues. ($85 postpaid). 


ALASKA PURCHASE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 


This year’s (2017) Fairbanks Coin Club membership 
token celebrates the sesquicentennial of the purchase 
of Alaska from Russia. The reverse has the legend 
“Alaska Sesquicentennial” and the dates 1867-2017. 
Above the dates is a bear (Russia) and below the dates 
is an eagle (US). 


The token contains at least 1/10 oz. of .999 silver. 
They are pressed in 
Fairbanks (by your edi- 
tor) with an antique | 
screw press. These are 
$5 each plus SASE. 


ODDS & ENDS 


We showed these in the July issue, page 49. I plucked 
them out of my “collection” for illustrations. To the 
left is a cent shaped into a gold pan for Al Aska 
Temple. The other is an overstruck cent to note the 
first day of issue of owl stamps in Fairbanks. Low 
and behold, I found a couple floating around the store. 
We offer the pair for $20 postpaid. One set only. 


Also shown in the July issue was this medal com- 
memorating the issuance of the Alaska Purchase 
Centennial stamp in 1967. Brass, 34mm, One only 


at $8 postpaid. 


ALASKA YUKON PACIFIC EXPOSITION com- 
memorative. Made to look like the 1 DWT token from 
1909, this commemorates the 100 anniversary of the 
expo. It is larger than the original DWT (16.5mm) 
and is struck in brass. $5 each postpaid. 


ALASKA JACK’S. Alaska Jack’s was a wholesaler 
of souvenirs (jewelry, DVDs, calendars, etc.), but quit 
business a couple years ago. I suspect that these were 
sold in large sets for the home poker game. Four col- 
ors: red, blue, green and tan, all with black printing. 
Set of 4, $5 postpaid. 
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HERALDIC ART - 
ALASKA STATEHOOD 


Beginning with Alaska Statehood in 1959, He- 
raldic Art Co. issued silver medals to fill the 
void created by the lack of commemorative half 
dollars. They were 30mm and made of sterling 
silver. Some were also made in gold. 


Recently on eBay, a seller is liquidating a very 
interesting collection of items related to this series. 


“T have many, many items that came from Robert McNamara’s (ed. note of Heraldic Art) estate. I 
have been collecting Robert’s medals and researching them and his life for 7 years now. I started after 
my father died and wanted to put the best collection of Heraldic Art medals and historical items 
together that had ever been assembled after Robert’s death in my father’s honor and memory since he 
had started a collection in 1959 and was one of Robert’s original subscribers. My original plan was to 
donate the collection when completed to the ANA Museum in Colorado only to be told recently that 
they weren’t interested as they didn’t have the room and the collection would just sit in storage in a 
warehouse. I received pretty much the same response from the Smithsonian Museum of American 
History in Washington, DC and some museums in Cleveland. I wanted to share Robert’s works with 
anyone interested. Because of health and other issues I have now decided instead of selling the 
collection to one collector only to have him stash it in his safe, a warehouse or whatever where no one 
would ever get to see it, I’d rather a lot of collectors who have an interest in Robert McNamara and 
his medals have a chance to purchase and own a piece of this history. I do intend to publish a book 
about Robert McNamara and his works in the not to distant future. Look for many interesting listings 
to be posted here on eBay in the near future.” 


So far, four items have appeared on eBay related to the Alaska Statehood medal. The first 
is described as: 


“a plaster cast of the obverse design of the 1959 Heraldic Art Medal 
#1 ALASKAN Statehood Commemorative Medal. These plaster 
casts were used to make the galvanos (also a hardened plaster mold 
that was traced by a machine that cut the die hubs). For some reason, 
this mold was glued to a board and painted green.” 


You will note that this is oriented in the same way as the fin- 
ished medal. This was used to make the galvano, which would 
be a reverse image of the medal, which we see in the next 
illustration. 


Interestingly, the seller uses nearly an identical description for 
this galvano (shown to the right). 


The next pair of items are a master hub and hub for the center 
portion of the reverse. Note that the master hub has the flag 
flying to the left. The hub, for making the die, has the flag 
flying to the right, as on the medal (illustrated on the next 


page). 


The next item is a hub. It was used to make the obverse die. It does not have the lettering 
that would appear below Seward. 
continued on page 12 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


The year is moving right along. While the sun has 
set, it not dark at SPM. We are gaining daylight 
quickly. 


Our thanks this month to Don Smith for letting us 
use the information in his eBay sales of the Heraldic 
Art archive. Also to Joe Usibelli for providing some 
of the items to scan for better images. Without see- 
ing it in person, I don’t think I could have wrapped 
my head around the clashed dies. 


Thanks also to David Phillips for his MONEY TO 
BURN article. Again, a little more interesting than 
most. Ken Rieck provided some Northwest Territo- 
ries woods to fill up the page. And there is an Alas- 
kan Pipe Line wood on page 17. 


We purchased a small handful of Egegik tokens. 
These are for sale and can be found on page 18. 


eBay was quiet this month but for some transporta- 
tion tokens, with a couple from Ketchikan bringing 
strong prices. A Franklin Hotel token from Juneau 
brought a respectable price of $1,080 (only two oth- 
ers on eBay since 1999). I have to think that the 
Sergius Golley from Atka was the bargain of the 
month at $360.99 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Atka, Sergius Golley, 10¢, B-2b 360.99 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢, B-6a 20.000B 
Fairbanks, Univ. Bus Lines, 15¢, B-T7a 13.99 
Juneau, Franklin Hotel, 12'/2¢, B-22a 1,080.00 
Juneau, Juneau Drug, 5¢, B-35a 250.000B 
Juneau, Peerless Cigar, 12'2¢, B-60.1a 200.000B 
(Juneau), Tony’s Comet, 12’2¢, B-69a 47.00 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 60.000B 
Ketchikan, Alaska Cab, full fare, B-Tla 48.77 
Ketchikan, Alaska Cab, % Fare, B-T1b 227.50 
Ketchikan, White Cab, 1 Fare, B-T6b 308.30 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 33.00 
Petersburg, OK’s Place, 10¢, B-7b 15.000B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blI 39.950B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 35.000B 
Seward, Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 39.990B 
Skagway, Pullen House, 1 Meal, B-22a 5.000B 
(Thane), AK Gast. Mining, | loaf, B-2a OB300.00NB 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢I/T, B-4b 23.50 
(Wainwright), Midnight Sun, 10¢, B-2a 127.50 
AYPE, encased cent, round 20.05 
AYPE, “% DWT gold, NGC-64 197.50 
AYPE, 2 DWT gold, NGC-62 202.00 
AYPE, | DWT gold, NGC-63 280.00 
AYPE, Gold (plated) award medal 419.00 
AYPE, Award medal, bronze 98.63 
Rutlader, (not Goodnews Bay), $1 36.00 
Sugiya,Contractor, $5 (not Alaska) 76.15 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


BREAM YUKON WAFFLE 


This token has been on eBay for 
some time. What is a “Bream 
Yukon Waffle?” Bream appears to 
be a brand of waffle iron. What 
would make a waffle a “Yukon” 
waffle, I don’t know. In googling Bream, various 
waffles with ice cream pop up, so perhaps it was a 
waffle with ice cream. 


The seller notes that it is an “Anillo restrike.” In 1968 
Anillo Industries purchased the dies of the Los An- 
geles Stamp and Stationery Co. with plans to go into 
the token business. The restrikes are easily identifi- 
able as they are all uniface aluminum. 


HERALDIC ART - ALASKA STATEHOOD 


medal, with Seward facing right. Two images are 
shown for ease of observation. 


To try to simplify the process, here are the steps in 
making the medal, from plaster to medal. This can 
be seen in the direction that Seward is facing. 


Original plaster artwood - Right 


i <q 


“This is an uncancelled actual die of both the obverse and 
reverse die designs...on the same die hub but are situated 
180 degrees apart...What a rare, unusual and beautiful piece 
of Heraldic Art history” 


What we have here is a great example of clashed dies. 
The reverse die was clashed with the obverse die. 


The original impression was of the reverse die, with 
the flag flying to the left. The obverse die clashed, 
leaving an impression as it would have on a struck Medal - right 
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GLACIER GIRL AND THE COLONEL 


It sounds like a love 
story, and perhaps in 
some ways it was. Col. 
Norman Vaughan, best 
known to Alaskans as 
an Iditarod veteran, be- 
gan mushing much ear- 
lier in life. He drove 
dogs in Newfoundland, 
and with Byrd in the Antarctic. In World War II, he 
organized dog team rescues of downed pilots on the 
Greenland ice cap. 


The most famous of these rescues was of the “Lost 
Squadron,” six P-38 fighters and two B-17 bombers 
was performed by USNR LTjg Freddy Crockett, who 
was also a dog driver with Byrd. Vaughan arrived in 
Greenland just after this rescue with six dogs to re- 
trieve the top secret Norden bombsight from the B- 
17s. One was destroyed in crash, and he salvaged the 
other. In 1943 he took command of dog team res- 
cues. At least 100 downed pilots were recovered. 


In 1981 Vaughan learned that two business men from 
Atlanta were going to attempt to recover the “Lost 
Squadron.” Since he was 75, they were hesitant to 
take him on. The planes were discovered 264 feet 
below the surface of the ice. Eleven years later, in 
1992, the “Glacier Girl” was brought to the surface 
piece by piece by the Greenland Expedition Society. 
It was transported to Middlesboro, Kentucky and re- 
stored to flying condition. It took to the air again in 
2002. 


a 
ye ay 


Glacier Girl Encased 1942 Cent: (Image of a P-38 
top, center), P-38F 417680, Pilot - 1LT Harry Smith 
to left, Landed July 15, 1942 to right, The Lost 
Squadron, P.O. Box 776, Middlesboro, KY 40965, 
(606) 248-1149 below center. 
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Editor’s Note: 

While researching this short piece on the Glacier Girl, 
I skimmed Col. Norman Vaughan’s autobiography, 
My Life of Adventure (which I really need to read) 
and learned something incredible, to me at least. In 
1971, he was selling snow machines in Ipswich, Mass. 
I graduated high school in 1971 in Newburyport, 
Mass. The Clam Box in Ipswich is a short 15 minute 
drive from Newburyport, and they have the best 
(IMHO) fried clams, period. When Jan and I go back 
to the east coast, our first stop after Logan Airport in 
Boston is the Clam Box in Ipswich, if they are open. 


After the snow machine business failed in 1973, 
Vaughan came to Alaska to stay. Vaughan arrived in 
Alaska when he was 68. J arrived in 1974. I was 21. 
He did most of what he is known for in Alaska after 
he was 68 - four years older than I am now. I feel so 
inadequate. 


GREENLAND ART BARS 


These have recently been offered on eBay by a seller 
from France. They are available in gold plated, sil- 
ver plated, copper plated and bronze plated. It is un- 
known what is beneath the plating! They are 44mm 
by 28mm. The map features the locations of (from 
top to bottom) Ilulissat, Sistmiut, Nuuk and Qagortogq. 
A view of Nuuk, the capital (formerly Godthab), is 
featured on the reverse. 


MILITARY CHALLENGE CO 


U.S. ARMY ALASKA: Special Troops Battalion. 
Support to defend with pride. Red, white, blue, green 
and yellow enamel on bronze. Size not given. 


wy 


ANCHORAGE: U.S. Coast Guard Chief Petty Of- 
ficers Mess. Bravo Zulu, Well Done, From the Chief’s 
Mess. Red, white, light blue, dark blue, yellow and 
black enamel on bronze. Size note given. 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): 354th Medical Support Squad- 
ron, 354 Medical Group. Multi colored enamel with 
clear coat on gold, 42mm. 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): 354th Mission Support Squad- 
ron, Warriors supporting warriors, Presented by the 
Commander. Orange and black enamel on bronze, 
45mm. 


Se 
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(EIELSON A.F.B.): 18 Fighter Squadron. Alaska’s 
First and Finest Fighter Squadron, Farthest North 
Fighter Squadron. Bronze, 42mm. 


. AR FORCEBASE, 4 


Ss a THE 
ELMENDOREF A.F.B.: Meet the Raptor, Total Air 
Supremacy, Dominate the Skies. Red, white, blue and 
black on silver. 


(ELMENDORE A.F.B.): 3rd 
tions Squadron, Air Support on Call. Arctic Grizzlies, 
Top of the World Combat Air Power. Blue, white, 
black, brown and green on gold, 40mm. 


ELMENDORFA.E.B.: 3rd Mission Support Squad- 
ron, When you need us, we’ll be there. Presented by 
the Commander for Excellence. Dark blue, light blue 
and yellow on gold, size not given. 
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(ELMENDORE A.F.B.): 302 Fighter Squadron, FT, WAINWRIGHT: Commitment to Community, 


477th Fighter Group, Hellions. Red, white, blue, United States Army Garrison, America’s Arctic War- 
black, yellow enamel on gold, 39mm riors. Bronze, size not given. 


ELMENDORF A.F.B.: 3rd Services Squadron, In- FTs. WAINWRIGHT, RICHARDSON, GREELY: 
tegrity first-Service before self-Excellence in all we 203D Personnel Services Battalion, Prepare, Pre- 
do. Antiqued silver, 40mm. serve, Protect. Command Award for Excellence. Red 
z and blue enamel on bronze, size not given. 


(JOINT BASE ELMENDORF/RICHARDSON): 
501 (Parachute Regiment), for Excellence. Most let- 
tering on the reverse is not readable. Red, white, light 
blue and black enamel, about 51mm across. 
Pe me —_— KODIAK: Navel Special Warfare Detachment. 
ae Bottle opener. Bronze, 51mm high. 


Force 793rd Military Police Battalion, Always Ready. U.S. NAVAL FORCES ALASKA: Commander; 


Operation Joint Guardian. Multi-colored enamel on Honor, Courage, Commitment. Bronze, about 39mm. 
bronze, size not given. 


15 


MONEY TO. 
BURN 


by David Phillips 
ARCTIC BACKHOE SERVICES, LTD. 


As aresult of a recent (July 2016) vacation to White- 
horse, Yukon, during which I was constantly asking 
about “possible” wooden tokens/nickels in the area, 
a “new to me” wood was mentioned and a copy even- 
tually was sent to me by a contact person from White- 
horse. 


From the wood I was able to obtain enough informa- 
tion to be able to contact the owner of the company 
that had issued the wood. 


The very cooperative owner, Murray Stevenson, told 
me the following: Murray Stevenson and Wayne 
Dear, owners of Arctic Backhoe were approached by 
Merle Stevenson (Murray’s brother) about purchas- 
ing wooden nickels. Merle had a design for a com- 
pany logo that he had created many years ago. They 
agreed to have 500 of the woods made using Merle’s 
design. This was done in September of 2012. The 


NWT WOODS 


YELLOWKNIFE: Yellowknife Trading Post, good 
for 10% discount. Black on wood (submitted by Ken 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES: Scouts Canada, 
3rd NWT Jamboree, 1982. Red on wood (submitted 
by Ken Rieck). 
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woods were used for advertising purposes and gen- 
eral handouts (a novelty). There was only one issue 
made, so there are no varieties. 


Arctic Backhoe was established in 1981 in White- 
horse, and has been consistently owned and oper- 
ated ever since. Over the years the company has ex- 
panded to provide not only general excavating ser- 
vices, but also hydrovac services; certified sewer and 
electrical installs; mining and exploration services; 
contaminated site & soil cleanups and treatments; 
sand, gravel & soil hauling services; tank removals; 
etc. 


Arctic Backhoe can provide all these services to a 
very large area, eg; the Yukon and Northern British 
Columbia. 


My thanks to Murray for providing the above infor- 
mation. 


Fie 3s 388 28 28 2k 2k 2 2 28 2K 2 2 2 2 ok 


CFS ALERT, NWT, now NUNAVUT: Black 
Phreep Sqn., Alwus - Drunkus. Black on wood. Pre- 
viously reported October, 1993. 


When this wood was issued, Alert was part of the 
Northwest Territories. With the split of the Territo- 
ries in 1999, it became part of Nunavut. Alert started 
out as a weather station in 1950. It is located at 82° 
30’ north, making it the northernmost permanent 
settlement on earth. Therefore, this wood is the north- 
ernmost numismatic item based on point of origin. 
(submitted by Ken Rieck). 


FOR THE RECORD 
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JUNEAU: Officers’ Club, $10 Commutation Ticket. 
Black on pink, size not reported (submitted by Gary 
Arva and Joe Usibelli). 


(KODIAK): The Ship’s. Poker chip, gold on white 
and gold on blue, 39mm. In a local collection attrib- 
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uted to Kodiak. 
(KODIAK): BG. Poker chip, gold on brown, 39mm. 


In a local collection attributed to Kodiak. 
SCHERERVILLE, IN: Alaskan Pipe Line, 25 Cents 
Toward Pizza Purchase. Wood on black. There must 
be a back story here! 


A recent article in the NW Indiana Times reports that 
the Alaskan Pipe Line Bar was to be torn down and 
replaced by a Circle K. 


“The Alaskan Pipeline Bar opened in 1983... It was 
known for its distinctive logo of an eagle clutching a 
wrench in its talons opening a pipeline so it could 
pour beer into a frosty mug. (Ed. Note: It seems to be 
sideways on the wooden token). 


“The bar held concerts, pool tournaments and 
karaoke. The Alaskan Pipeline also was infamous 
for hosting male dancers and live lingerie shows.” 


The NWItimes also reports that in 1992, the Indiana 
State Police arrested two women for indecency be- 
cause their see through outfits were too revealing. 
Also, in 1996 in a county-wide crack down on illegal 
gambling, the FBI raided the Alaskan Pipe Line and 
seized two video poker machines. 


But where did the name come from? 


NAKAT PACKING CORP. - EGEGIK ET AL. 


Benice attributes these to Egegik, based upon the report of an employee. They also had canneries at Hidden 
Inlet, Nakeen, Squaw Creek, Union Bay, Waterfall and Bristol Bay. 


As you see above, we purchased a small quantity (th-th-that’s all folks), and they are available as follows: 
B-la 5Cents $100 B-1b 10Cents $100 B-le 25 Cents $150 


Prices are postpaid. 
Call or email to order. We will send on approval. You can pay upon receipt. 


TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, 
GOLD DUST & BINGLES 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color with text - 
printed yellow on black. The paper bound edition is available for = Be Avenues 
$33 by priority mail. 3 hk 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are available 
for $70 via priority mail. The hard bound copies feature a few color 


pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal Skins, 
Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting in Alaskan 
numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to enjoy read- 


” 


ing. 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numismatics.” 
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EAGLES’ DANCE HALL -DAYS OF ‘98 


See page 25 


In an effort to boost tourism, 
Skagway broke out the gaming 
tables in the early 60s. Gamblers 
are shown using Days of 98’, 
Eagles Dance Hall scrip. 


The man above has a name tag 
showing him to be a passenger on 
the state ferry Malaspina. 


Unlike Skagway, perhaps because 
of different laws and regulations, 
Dawson City, Yukon succeeded in 
opening Canada’s first gambling 
hall - Diamond Tooth Gertie’s. 


Historic-type gambling has been 
a boon to Dawson City’s 
economy. It is unfortunate that 
Skagway could not follow suit. 


a a 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


In the early 1960s, Alaska and Yukon were starting 
to flex their tourism muscle. On the front page, we 
see make believe gambling in Skagway. In 1962, 
Dawson was starting to renovate to present itself as a 
tourist destination. Sadly, Alaska law did not allow 
for “historic gambling” as was developed in Dawson. 


A friend had proposed “fantasy” gambling for the 
vacant lot across from our store (before the Marriott 
Spring Hill Hotel was built). He was obviously hop- 
ing that the state would eventually change the law 
and allow historic gambling. The City would not sell 
him the property. I am so glad it do not happen be- 
cause I would have had to kept the store open until 
2AM in the summer. I don’t want to work that hard. 


We have been very busy, spending money like a 
drunken sailor on wine, women and, no wait. That’s 
books and tokens. Some books are offered at a fixed 
price in this issue, while others are in our April 8 
auction. More tokens than usual are in this auction, 
so take a look to see if there is anything of interest 
(pages 26 and 27). I apologize for the small print. 
We had to squeeze it onto only 2 pages. 


Watch our eBay sales (user name alaskararecoins) 
for some better tokens. 


Our thanks this month to David Phillips. His article 
on the Diamond Tooth Gertie’s wood was very timely, 
fitting in with the rest of the newsletter. 


A special thanks this month to the Hougen Group of 
Companies in Whitehorse for permission to reprint 
the Dawson City, 1962 article on page 21. Their web 
site has many articles of historical interest - 
www.hougengroup.com/yukon-history/yukon-nug- 
gets. 


The star on eBay this month was a cannery token 
from Tee Harbor at $2,600. A mutilated Chicken 
(B-1a) token sold for $580, while a pair of Livengood 
cardboard tokens (B-4) sold for $635.00. Several 
rather scarce tokens went unsold at their opening bid. 
a, ee re ee ae a ee 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Brooks (Livengood), The New Deal, B-4a+b 635.00 
Chicken, Struck & Van Hook, 25¢, B-la 580.00 
Cordova, Horseshoe, 6%¢, B-19a 36.01 
Dyea, W.A.&H., no denom. B-4a, corroded 51.00 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45al 11.50 
Fairbanks, Horseshoe Cigar, encased cent 32.75 
Goodnews Bay, Joe Jean, $5, B-1d 20.000B 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $1, B-3d, holed. 45.77 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $5, B-3e 12.50 
Latouche, Board of Trade, 64¢, B-la 175.000B 
Latouche, J.W. Little, 12'2¢, B-2a 100.000B 


McGrath, McGrath Pool Hall, 25¢, B-3a OB300.00NB 


Nome, B&M Cigars, 25¢, B-5b OB395.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 52.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 52.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 16.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 31.01 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 68.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, PCGS-63 368.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $5, B-1g 189.58 
Palmer, ARRC, set of 8, B-1 770.00 
(Palmer), P.C.C. (prison), set of 3, 5-10-25 26.55 
Petersburg, Hack’s, 5¢, B-3a 150.000B 
Petersburg, OK’s Place, 10¢, B-7b 19.000B 
Skagway, J.F. Anderson, 6'4¢, B-la 24.49 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 25.000B 
Tanana, Yukon Saloon 25¢, B-lla 250.000B 
Tee Harbor, APF, 5¢, B-la 2,600.00 
Valdez, I&B, no denom. B-9a, corroded 47.56 
Valdez, Northern, 6'4¢, B-15a 21.11 
Yes Bay, APF, $1, B-3e 95.000B 


Whitehorse, YT, Club Cigar, 6'4¢, B-3a OB995.00NB 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = rdist; R= Re 
serve, RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sal; FTR=seeFor the 
Record. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
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DAWSON CITY, 1962 


After years of neglect, Dawson City in the early six- 
ties had the classic look of a rundown ghost town. 
However, plans were underway to spruce up the most 
famous gold rush town in the world. 


In 1962, the federal government began an effort to 
restore some of the old gold rush buildings and turn 
Dawson into a tourist mecca. The centerpiece of this 
effort was the Palace Grand Theatre built by Arizona 
Charlie Meadows at the turn of the century. Mead- 
ows was a veteran of the Wild West Shows, having 
worked with Buffalo Bill and Pawnee Bill’s wild west 
shows in the United States. On his way to the 
Klondike, Meadows picked up loose change by shoot- 
ing spots off a deck of cards. He also carried with 
him a portable bar, selling booze to stampeders at 
various camps along the way. 


To build the Palace Grand, Meadows used lumber 
from two steamboats he had bought. By the spring of 
1899, the theatre opened and featured a stage play 
called “Camille.” Charlie Meadows would also stage 
wild west shows of sorts at his Grande Theatre. But 
it didn’t last long. For all intents and purposes, the 
gold rush ended in the fall of ‘99, just two years after 
it began. 


For years the Palace Grand stood as a run down re- 
minder of those glorious gold rush days at the turn of 
the century. Then, in June of 1962, the restored Pal- 
ace Grand opened with a sparkling ceremony which 
included the opening of a new Broadway play called 
FOXY. The star of this light-hearted musical com- 
edy was Bert Lahr, who had gained world-wide fame 
as the cowardly lion in the famous movie the ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz.’ 


The staging of a Broadway play in Dawson City took 
considerable cheek and money. The play itself didn’t 
achieve critical acclaim and the timing of such an 
elaborate stage show was questionable. Dawson City 
didn’t have the facilities to support much tourist busi- 
ness. It would be many years before the town would 
be fully restored. Yet with the renovated Palace Grand 
came the determination to put the spirit of the 
Klondike Gold Rush back into the Klondike. 


ACKRW Yukon Nugget by Les McLaughlin 
Courtesy of Hougen Group of Companies. 
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1962 was a big year for Dawson. 


A set of medals was issued for the First Annual Gold 
Rush Festival. These were handled by North Star 
Enterprises of Fairbanks. They had started having 
medals made in 1961 (see the next page). 


For the Gold Rush Festival, they made brass, silver 
(1898) and gold (98). 


Iam sure I have seen a silver medal with a small gold 
nugget in the gold pan. 


Recently, we have acquired a brass medal with a dif- 
ferent finish, and a large gold nugget in the pan. The 
finish is a dull tan color. 


Lastly, a neat little charm or pendant, “Dawson Fes- 
tival 1962,” with a miner 
with a pick, another with 
a gold pan. It is sterling, 4 
with blue enamel around | 
the border, about 19mm. ‘ 


THE PROGRESSION OF NORTH STAR ENTERPRISES 


I am sure there have been many businesses that have 
used this name, but in 1962 and 1963, it was used by 
a firm that issued commemorative tokens and med- 
als. Based upon the style of the medals, N.S.E. was 
probably also responsible for a 1961 medal. Gold 
Nugget Coin Cache, quite possibly the same princi- 
pals issued the medal in 1964. 


The 1961 medal is quite plain, with a map of Alaska 
extending into Yukon on the obverse, with “Alaska” 
across the map, and the date below. The reverse sim- 
ply stated “America’s Last Frontier.” No indication 
of the issuer is on the medal. 


In 1962, the obverse design is similar. The reverse 
continues to state “America’s Last Frontier, but it 
takes on a whole new function. It states that it is 
“Good for $1.00 during ‘62 at any cooperative busi- 
ness or redeemable for one Alaska gold nugget from: 
North Star Enterprises, P.O. Box 1266, Fairbanks, 
Alaska.” Incorporated into the reverse design is a 
sparsely vegetated tundra with an Alaskan Native in 
a hooded parka, a ptarmigan and forget-me-not flow- 
ers. At the bottom rim, in tiny letters is “© 1962, 
North Star Enterprises.” 


Both the 1961 and 1962 were struck only in brass. 
Also in 1962, North Star Enterprises struck medals 
for the First Annual Gold Rush Festival in Dawson, 


Yukon. See the previous page. 


Carrying on this newly established tradition, in 1963, 
N.S.E. enhanced the obverse design the with fish, a 
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kayak, canoe and ferry, and adding “Land of the Mid- 
night Sun.” The reverse has morphed into a 
“Cheechako Grubstake.” It states “This token ac- 
knowledges the holder’s participation in the old tra- 
dition of grubstaking and is redeemable for One 
Alaska Gold Nugget From: some anonymous pros- 
pector or North Star Enterprises...” The copyright 
statement again appears at the bottom rim. These 
were struck in brass and sterling silver. Mintage on 
the sterling silver was only 49. 
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PINCH 2 TOKEN 
REDEEMADLE FOR TWO PINCHES OF 


ALASKA GOLD DUST 
FRO THE GOLD MOSSE CON CACHE 


In 1964, a very similar token was issued by the Gold 
Nugget Coin Cache. This time, it is a 2 Pinch Token, 
“redeemable for two pinches of Alaska Gold Dust 
from: The Gold Nugget Coin Cache, Box 287, 
Fairbanks, Alaska.” It carries a copyright notice along 
the bottom rim - “© 1964, Gold Nugget Coin Cache.” 
These were struck in brass and sterling silver, again 
with only 49 of the sterling silver struck. 


A set of North Star Enterprises medals (1961 and 
1962 brass; 1963 and 1964 silver and brass, and 1962 
Dawson Gold Rush Festival silver and bronze) are 
offered in our April 8 auction. Please see lot 291. 


LESLIE C. HILL 


It is with sadness that we have learned of the passing 
of Les Hill. Ron Greene reports that Les passed away 
Feb. 20, 2017. Les was a researcher of British Co- 
lumbia and Yukon tokens. We will include a more 
fitting tribute to Les in our next issue. 


by David Phillips 


GAMBLING FOR WOODS! 


This wood was used in Diamond Tooth Gertie’s Gam- My sincere thanks to Vic Tubman of Dawson City 
bling hall, Dawson City, Yukon, during the years 1985 fo, ferreting out this information for me. 


through 1993. Prior to 1985, Diamond Tooth Gertie’s  _ a — 

had used 25¢ and 50¢ chips. Why a change to wood ° s 
Diamond Tooth Gerties 
Gambling Hall & Can Can Show 


was made is unknown 
Canada’s Original Casino 


Operated by the 
Klondike Visitors Association 


It was given out only on the Black Jack tables (but 
was redeemable anywhere in the Gambling Hall). It 
was “earned” as follows: Ifa Black Jack player 
placed a bet of one dollar ($1), the minimum bet, and 
hit Black Jack (21) on the first two cards dealt to 
him/her, and this was not duplicated by the dealer, 
then the player received 1’ times his/her bet. If they 
bet the minimum, then they received $1.50. Hence, 
these special 50¢ woods were for the Black Jack 
tables only. ae wat : * EOE ee rt 


oa aay 


$6.00 2 
N° 010210 Jum 2 20% 


G.S.T. IS INCLUDED IN 
PRICE OF MEMBERSHIP GOOD ONLY ON DATE ISSUED 


- 2005 Single Day Membership 
dryssoquiagy Avg apsutts 6002 


It is thought that 1,000 of these woods were made by 
Kedco Products, Ltd. 


After 1993, the Gambling Hall raised the minimum 
bet to $2, so a Black Jack (21) would pay $3. There 
were $1 chips available. 


Membership card and pass not actual size. 


BEFORE THERE WAS DIAMOND TOOTH GERTIE’S 


The Klondike Visitors Association ran “Monte Carlo Nights” and other events to raise funds. This was the 
predecessor to DTG! 


K.V.A. BUCKS, 10. Gold on white plastic. K.V.A. BUCKS, 500, DAWSON CITY YUKON. 
Gold on clear plastic. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


WASILLA: Windbreak Lounge, good for one well 
drink. Gold on red plastic, 38mm. 


L = okA Mo 
enue tence SA % Good For 
ANCHORAGE: Silver plated, gold plated and r - 1 FREE DRINK 
bronze plated bars similar to the Nuuk, Greenland At Any 
bar shown last month. About 44mm x 28mm. ALASK A 
= -_.. "55 oe 
Ocia’ LODGE 


ALASKA: Alaska Moose Association, Good for 1 
free drink at any Alaska Lodge. Blue on yellow plas- 
tic, 38mm. 


ing & Heating, 1999, 40 years of Service. One ounce 
pure silver. 


FORT SMITH, N.T.: 45th Anniversary, 1966-2011, 
good for $5 in trade until Oct. 1, 2012. Silver col- 
ored with red, white, blue and black enamel, 31mm. 


ie on = 


DOUGLAS: F.H. Kane, 25¢ in trade, B-25b (un- 
listed). Aluminum, 28.7mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Furthest North (Moose) 


1392, Good for one drink. Gold on red plastic, 39mm. EASES TOT CID Manes otldieatod, 2781 One 


ounce silver bar. 
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THE BRANCH - AL CURRIE: FLAT & IDITAROD 


This token is listed under both Flat and Iditarod, as Al Currie had businesses in both places using the same 
name. 


We have purchased a small lot of these, nine to be exact. Most have slight defects - small dents, corrosion, 
wear. We will pick out the best available at the time you order. If not acceptable, you may return it. 


These catalogue for $250. Not any more ;) $75 each postpaid, limit one per customer. We will ship on 
approval to customers known to us, so call or email. 


NON-TOKEN BOOKS FOR TOKEN COLLECTORS 


We have recently purchased a book collection and it contained several books that would be of interest to token collec- 
tors. Most are local histories that may provide insight into some of the token issuers. 


FLAG OVER THE NORTH by L.D. Kitchener, 1954. This is a comprehensive history of the Northern 
Commercial Co. Lots of photos, no index, 349 pages. Like-new condition, no dust jacket 65.00 
LIVENGOOD, The Last Stampede by Audrey E. Parker, 2003. See “Brooks” in Benice for Livengood. Ms. 
Parker’s family lived and mined in the Livengood area for quite some time. Paperbound, 8x11, 158 pages 


with index. In excellent used condition. 20.00 
HERITAGE OF TALKEETNA by Robert Sheldon, 1995. People, places and events with photos. 

Softbound, 185 pages, no index. 12.00 
THE ALASKA PIONEER, 1916, published annually by the Grand Igloo. A brief history of the Pioneers of 
Alaska and then about 20 pages of membership roles and Igloo numbers. Some light damage. 20.00 


PIONEERS OF ALASKA, The Trailblazers of Bygone Days by Will H. Chase, 1951. About 78 pages of 
Alaska and Pioneers of Alaska history, about 35 pages of Igloo rosters, and 80 pages of photos. Hardbound, 


203 pages, no index. 50.00 
A HISTORY OF KACHEMAK BAY, the Country, the Communities by Janet Klein, 1981. History, maps 

and photos. Softbound, no index, but a great appendix with place names and bibliography, 115pg. 12.00 
A HISTORY OF PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND by Jim and Nancy Lethcote, 1994. History, maps and 

photos. Softbound with index, 169 pages. 12.00 


IN THOSE DAYS, as told by Alaska Pioneers of the Lower Kenai Peninsula, 1991(?). “Personal histories 
written by Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo 32, Auxiliary 14, Homer, Alaska.” Large hardbound, 223 pages with 


index. 25.00 
LIFE AND TIMES OF MATANUSKA VALLEY PIONEERS, by Palmer Men’s Igloo #31 and Palmer 

Women’s Igloo #11. Personal stories by the Pioneers. Large hardbound, 210 pages, no index. 25.00 
Interior Sketches, Ramblings around Interior Alaska historic sites by Ray Bonnell. Sketches and history. 20.00* 
Interior Sketches IT, More... by Ray Bonnell. Far a sample of Ray’s art, see the January issue. 20.00* 


* = new book. 


SHIPPED ON APPROVAL, BUYER PAYS ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


APRIL 8, 2017 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 8 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone- 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed on line at: www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


278 Alaska Token Books. Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years by Gould and Bressett, 1960; and the same title by 

Gould, Bressett, and Kaye and Nancy Dethridge, 1965. These are the books that started it all! Two books in 

excellent condition 50.00 
279 Alaska Token Book (Inventory). Before Benice published the first edition of Alaska Tokens in 1979, the most 

complete reference was the inventory of the Lewis Hopfenmeier II collection. Not generally available to the public, 

this was an impressive collection that was sold about 1977. We had the privilege of handling most of these tokens 

over the years. This inventory features a list of tokens on a page, followed by a page or more of illustrations. It 

is a photocopy publication so images are not great but acceptable. Housed in a three ring binder. If we had to 


guess, there are less than 10 of these inventories extant. A rare opportunity for the Alaska token collector. 100.00+ 
280 Alaska Token Book: Mentioned in the previous lot, the first edition of Ronald J. Benice’s Alaska Tokens, 1979. 

Excellent condition. 20.00 
281 Alaska Tokens: Anchorage, Anchorage Dairy, 1 pint and 1 quart milk. B-7 a and b, AU and XF. Two pieces. 50.00 
282 Alaska Tokens: Anchorage, Cheechako Tavern, 12'4¢ in trade, 2 varieties; B-11bI and bIV. Both about XF. 2 pcs. 50.00 
283 Alaska Tokens: Barrow, Tony’s Recreation, 5 to 50¢, B-1 a-d, uncirculated. 4 pcs. 50.00 


284 Alaska Tokens: Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, N.G. Cox, 25¢ and $1 in trade, B-3 a and c. Dug but fully legible. 2 pes. 50.00 
285 Alaska Tokens: Cordova, Northern Drug Co., 25¢ and 50¢. These catalogue for $100 and $250 respectively. 


However...a hoard appeared a few years ago making these neat, affordable tokens. Two pieces. 50.00 
286 Alaska Token: Fairbanks, Fairview Hotel Pool Hall, 25¢ in trade, B-19b. A dug token but fully legible. 25.00 
287 Alaska Token: Fairbanks, L.A. Meyer, 25¢ in trade, B-35a. About Fine, cleaned. A scarce token. 100.00 
288 Alaska Tokens: Fairbanks, Pastime Cafe gambling chips. Yellow with a white center and red with a white center. 

A bit dirty but otherwise Fine. Two pieces. 100.00+ 
289 Alaska Token: Latouche, J.W. Little, 12'4¢ in trade, Native Copper, B-2a, XF or better. 100.00 


290 Alaska Tokens: Long, Edw. C. Willis, 25¢ in trade, B-2a. A neat bi-metal token. The 1994 edition of Benice’s 

Alaska Tokens showed this at $450. The 2010 edition shows it at $50. It appears that a family hoard of these 

and other Willis and Welch tokens was released. No one has chosen to share the details with us, but the quantity 

appearing on eBay verify this. 25.00+ 
291 Alaska & Yukon Tokens and Medals: From 1961 to 1964, a set of medals/tokens were issued, presumably by 

North Star Enterprises of Fairbanks. The 1961 medal is unattributed but assumed to have been issued by NSE. 

The 1962 and 1963 tokens are marked, both good for a gold nugget. The 1964 is marked “Gold Nugget Coin 

Cache” and good for 2 pinches of gold dust. All four were issued in brass, while the 1963 and 1964 were also 

issued in sterling silver. Both of these are quite rare with only 49 of each minted. Also included is the 1962 First 

Annual Gold Rush Festival medals from Dawson City, Yukon, sterling silver and brass. A total of three silver 

medals and five brass medals. 250.00+ 
292 Official Alaska Purchase Centennial Medals, 1967. Since 2017 is the sesquicentennial of the purchase of Alaska, 

we thought it appropriate to trot out the Centennial commemorative from 1967. The obverse features a portrait of 

William H. Seward. The reverse has the Centennial totem pole, with the dome of a Russian Orthodox Church, the 

American eagle, gold panner, train all topped by the star of the 49" state. These were struck by Medallic Art Co. 

in .999 fine silver (5.25 troy ounces) and bronze in ultra-high relief. The quality of these medals is unsurpassed, 

and not likely to be duplicated in the near future. These are in their original boxes, a little worn from being 50 

years old! 2 pieces. 150.00+ 
293 Official State of Alaska 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1990, proof-like. The second year of issue, with 9,166 struck. This 

medal is an ERROR! It has an incomplete “railroad edge.” The medal was not completely surrounded by the 

collar, so only part of the reeding is present. On a complete railroad edge, the reeding goes entirely around the 

edge but does not cover the whole edge. The other portion is plain and raised, sort of resembling a railroad track. 

On this medal, most of the edge is like this, but the reeding disappears on about 25% of the edge, and it is entirely 

plain. Add to that 27 years of toning in our store and you have a striking piece. If this were a common date Morgan 

Dollar with this toning, it would probably be worth in four figures. This exciting error with great toning can be 


yours for only a fraction of that price. 65.00+ 
294 Official State of Alaska Silver Medals, 1990. A complete set consisting of 1/10, 4, % and 1 troy ounce medals. 
A walrus was depicted on the obverse in only the second year State medals were offered. 100.00+ 


295 Official State of Alaska 4 oz. Silver Medals, 1992. This was the first year the Alaska Mint struck the State medals 
with a popular Eagle design on the obverse. Only 448 of this size were struck. These early fractionals are 
impossible to find now. Three pieces. 100.00-150.00 
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Official State of Alaska Silver Medals, 1997. This year featured the Musk Ox on the obverse, designed by 

Gary Kuchinka of Eagle River. With mintages in parenthesis, this lot includes a 1 oz. matte finish (2,975); 

4 oz. Proof (1,950); and 1/10 oz. Proof (2,355). All in their original flips. 3 medals. 100.00 
Official State of Alaska Silver Medals Proof Set, 2002. This set includes the five sizes from 1/20 to 1 troy oz. 

This year featured the King Crab on the obverse, also designed by Gary Kuchinka of Eagle River. We 

notice that this is currently listed on the Alaska Mint web site for $300. 225.00-300.00 
Official State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1989. This was the first year for the State medallion program. 

An Eskimo is depicted on the obverse of the gold medals, the only year a human figure was used. This is 


a scarce item we seldom see with only 217 minted. 200.00-300.00 
Official State of Alaska 4 oz. Gold Medal, 1989. The same design as the previous 1/10 oz., but only 103 
were minted! We do note some light toning spots which is somewhat typical of these. 500.00 


Official State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1990. By this year, Alaska Precious Metals was in financial 

trouble and they minted the four silver medals, but only 1 oz. and 1/10 oz. gold medals. These medals 

depict Puffins on the obverse. Only 120 were struck. Some very light fly specks are noted. 200.00-300.00 
Official State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1993. This was the second year for the Alaska Mint to issue 

the State medals, and the Wolf was illustrated on the obverse. These were well executed and quite popular - 

150 were issued. A few fly specks are noted although not serious. This comes with all the original packaging. 200.00+ 
Official State of Alaska % oz. Gold Medal, 1993. The Alaska Mint Only issued three different size gold medals: 

1/10, 4 and 1 troy ounce. This is the rarest of the three with only 49 struck, again with the same Wolf design. 

Original packaging. 900.00+ 
Official State of Alaska 1 oz. Gold Medal, 1993. Another rarity with only 77 minted. We do note red fly speck 

toning on both sides of the medal. Includes all of the original packaging. This is the final medal in this 

complete 1993 State gold medal offering. 1,600.00-1,900.00 
Official State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1999. This was definitely one of the better issues with a 

Dall Sheep on the obverse. 239 were minted. We note on this example a multi-colored toning spot at 


11:00 obverse that will not dip out. Original packaging. 200.00 
Official State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 2001. The Mountain Goat was featured on the obverse and 

only 160 were minted this year. Original packaging. 200.00+ 
Official State of Alaska 1/20 oz. Gold Medal, 2006. The Alaska King Salmon is pictured on the obverse and 

only 100 were minted. Original packaging. 125.00 
Fur Rendezvous Pins, 1994. These are large (1 5/8" tall) in a triangular shape. Identical except one is pewter 

while the other is nicely enameled. Both are with their original packaging and are popular collectibles. 2 pins. 50.00+ 
Iditarod 1 0z. Proof Silver Medal, 1995. 5,000 were struck of which this is #667. Original packaging. 50.00-100.00 
Iditarod 1 oz. Proof Silver Medal, 1997. This was the 25" anniversary of the Iditarod Sled Dog Race. 3,000 

were minted of which this is number 2876. Original packaging. 50.00-100.00 
Alaska Railroad 1oz. Proof Silver Medal, 1996. We do not often see these earlier issues (first issued in 1990). 

This is #1085 of 1,500. The obverse depicts a caboose. Original packaging. 100.00 
Alaska Railroad 1oz. Proof Silver Medal, 1997. The obverse features an engine with snow blower on the front. 

1,500 were minted of which this is #1388. Original packaging. 100.00 


Alaska Book. Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition, by Henry Martz, 1908. While the title is AYPE, it really is a 

photo book of Alaska and Yukon, and not the Exposition. Sadly, the cover and first page are missing and it 

appears also the back cover and the last page. Despite these deficiencies, the scope of the photos is fantastic. 

About 100 pages. If intact, this is worth at least $150. A resource and not a collectible. Also included is 

Polk’s Seattle Street and Avenue Guide, with New Map....and Street Car Directory 1909. We just thought this 

should go with the AYPE book. Two items. 40.00+ 
Alaska Book. Before there was Alaska Magazine, there was Alaska Magazine! Offered here are bound copies 

of Vol. I, no. 1 to 5, January to May, 1927. Nearly 300 pages of historical articles and period advertising. Since 

1927 was the 50" anniversary of the purchase of Alaska, many of the articles relate to the Russian period. Also 

included is a copy of Alaska Life magazine, May 1945. The focus of this issue is Nome and northwest Alaska, 

but there is an article about the Fairbanks High School Malamutes boys basketball team, with some cool action 

shots! Two items. 100.00+ 
Alaska Book. Descriptive of Fairbanks, 1916, by the Fairbanks Commercial Club. A great 63 page, paper bound 

publication, with a fold out panoramic photo of Fairbanks inside the front cover, and a large fold-out photo of 

exhibits at the Tanana Valley Fair inside the back cover. Covers all facets of life in the interior. Also included 

are modern publications: Ghosts of the Gold Rush-A walking tour of Fairbanks; The Resort at Chena Hot Springs; 

O Ye Frost and Cold - a History of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church; Northern Army (Fort Egbert, Eagle, Alaska); 

Eagle - Fort Egbert; and Early Miners of the Fortymile. A total of seven publications. 75.00+ 
Alaska Steamship Menus. These are for the S.S. Yukon, dated from Sept. 3 to Sept. 8, 1933, 24 menus with Alaska 

photos on one side, menu on the other, plus two blank menus. Several different photos, with duplication. The 

menus are about 5% inches by 8% inches. Also included is a folding menu with a Sidney Laurence painting on 

the cover for Sept 7, 1933, in a tattered envelope. All in nice condition, a few stray markings noted. 27 pcs. 100.00 
Gold Nugget Bracelet. Year ago it seemed as if every lady had a nugget bracelet as a basic jewelry need. They 

definitely are a unique Alaskan art form. This bracelet came in with an estate and is approximately 8 inches 

long and weighs .33 troy oz. The links show minimal wear and the nuggets are well matched. The clasp is a 


safe but simple E-Z lock type and there is also a safety chain. New, this would retail for about $990. 600.00+ 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXIX, NO. 4, MAY, 2017. 


North of 60° ----- 


NABESNA, ALASKA 


One of the roads in Alaska my wife | Tetlin Junction <! 


Lo etal) > Toke 6 


eee! t 
and I have not driven is the “Tok Cut- —s_¢ maey Gs, 5 ‘2 
off.” This road leaves the Alaska 4% . ee . te 22 
Highway, and diagonally cuts south Syl Lake &~ Northway ag 
west to join up with the Glenn High- ss ee a 
ws 
way, and thus on to Anchorage. fe —e 
: a : ; 2 k Ane Dee Devils Mountain Lodge 4 
This said, it goes without saying that Raters ail . oe Lo ebesne V 
we have not driven the Nabesna Road. is “fh ~ GoldMine \ 
This road leaves the Tok Cut-off at  Glennal Mount angela “age o Na 
14,163 
Slana, runs east, and dead ends at Copper®. 141% > Wretens St 
Nab Center \ ~ ‘ National Park and Preserve i 
abesna. nee : . 
from Nabesna Gold by Kirk Stanley 


Ron Benice tentatively attributes the Nebesna Trading Co. token to John Hajdukovich, 
1926 to 1941. Nabesna vs. Nebesna: The Dictionary of Alaska Place Names recognizes 
Nabesna. It does not even give Nebesna as an alternative. 


An article in “Alaska History,” 
Spring/Fall 1999, states that John 
Hajdukovich purchased Milo 
Hajdukovich’s trading properties at 
Tanana Crossing, Tetlin and Nabesna 
in 1932. 


An earlier trader using the name 
Nabesna Trading Co. is found in the 
Fairbanks Times, July 12, 1913: 


“Small traders on the upper Tanana like W.H. Merrit and W.H. Newton were not prepared to supply 
the influx of miners a stampede triggered. Merrit did try to seize the opportunity for his Nabesna 
Trading Co. by establishing a post farther up the river.”! 


Problem was, getting up river was not an easy task, with the most successful (Northern 
Navigation Company’s Reliance) making it only to the mouth of the Nabesna River, which 
flows into the Tanana. 


Both Merrit and Hajdukovich had trading posts at Nabesna, 
but also at other villages like Healy River, Tanana Crossing 
and Tetlin. It is not possible at this time to determine who might 
have issued this token. The maker,“R & Co. S.F.” (Reininger 
& Co.), can be found in business at least from 1910 to 1937, so 
this is no help in establishing the issuer of the token. 


Carl Whitham explored the Nabesna/Chisana/Chitna area beginning around 1907. In 1926, 
he discovered gold veins on White Mountain where a grizzly had been digging for a ground 
squirrel. The vein became known as the “Bear Vein” and some quartz was as rich as 200 oz. 
per ton. This discovery led to the largest underground gold mine in eastern Alaska. The 
Nabesna Mining Corporation was formed 1930, rasing at least $100,000, an amazing feat 
after the crash of ’29. By 1931, construction had started on the tram lines and mill. Im- 
provements continued, with new facilities and tunnels constantly being added until the 


continued on page 30 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


It has been a busy month, so it is was good to take a 
break from the newsletter. 


We have always liked the Nebesna Trading Co. to- 
ken. The “good for” side has a neat lettering style 
making it look, perhaps, older than it really is. Spe- 
cial thanks go to Joe Usibelli for providing the photo 
of the Nabesna stock and to Ric and Marge Thomp- 
son for the photo of the mine. 


Thanks also to David Phillips for his article on the 
woods of Chicken. 


Ron Greene has provided an obituary for Leslie C. 
Hill. Please see page 31. 


This month on eBay saw several tokens break the 
$1,000 barrier. An unlisted F.H. Kane 25¢ from 
Douglas realized $2,750. Unlisted tokens are appear- 
ing less frequently, so when one does become avail- 
able, there are several very aggressive bidders. The 
buy of the month was the Floridora from Dawson at 
only $45.50! 


Sadly (for us, not the buyers), the tokens in our April 
8 auction did not do well. Several tokens sold for a 
song. The gold Alaska Mint medals did quite well, 
so our consignor was very happy. Mail bidders saved 
$587 from their maximum bids! 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


29 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, D+D Club, 12'4¢, B-14al 59.990B 
Anchorage, Native Virgin Gold & Cop., B-30a 995.00 
Anchorage, 1042 Club “Hotest,”, $1, unl. 76.00 


Brooks/Livengd, Mahan & Gillis, 25¢, B-3a 450.000B 


Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, set of 3, B-1 a-c 310.00 
Circle, Collins & Strait, 25¢, B-1b 497.00 
Cordova, Cascardden’s, 6%¢, B-6a 200.000B 
Cordova, Mac Cormac, no denom. B-23a 81.00 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 6'2¢, B-41b 33.56 
Dillingham, Marguerite Bradford, 5¢, B-la 127.50 
Douglas, Canteen Bar, 5¢, B-4a 266.77 
Douglas, Douglas Inn, 5¢, B-10a 99.000B 
Douglas, F. H. Kane, 25¢, unlisted (B-25b) 2,750.00 
Dyea, W. A. & H., no denom., B-4a 350.000B 
Fairbanks, Fbks. Cigar Store, 5¢, B-17a 15.000B 
Fairbanks, Univ. Bus Lines, 15¢ Fare, B-T7a 14.50 
Flat/Iditarod, Al Curry, 25¢, B-la 75.000B 
Fort Wainwright, | Haircut, B-la 33.00 


Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., $1, unl(B-1b) OB199.00NB 


Galena, A.R. Nollner, 25¢, B-la 95.000B 
Hawk Inlet, P.E. Harris, 5¢, B-la 125.000B 
Juneau, Consumers Protective, 5¢, B-17a 810.00 
Juneau, Channel Bus, B-T2a 89.56 
Juneau, Franklin Hotel, 12'2¢, B-22a 1,080.00 
Kaltag, Jack Nicoli, 25¢, B-2a 1,725.00 
Katalla, Northern, B-5a, with hole 45.44 
Kivalina, Reindeer Trd. Co., 25¢, B-1b, corr. 76.10 


Ladd AFB, Civ. Club Bottle Checks (3)+ chip 303.00 


McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 29.95 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., $1, B-la 76.00 
Nome, Pioneer Drug, 25¢, B-40a 430.00 
Nome, Valhalla Saloon, one drink, B-42a 1,900.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 28.03 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 77.76 
Palmer, ARRC set of 8, B-1 1,100.00 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 201.00 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, $1, B-1c 202.50 
Ruby, Shel’s, 25¢, B-5a 350.000B 
Sitka, Witz, 5¢, B-17a 24.990B 
Sitkinak, JB, poker chip, unlisted 103.53 
Skagway, Monogram, 6'4¢, B-18a 300.000B 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 39.990B 
Valdez, Frazer & Blackwell, 12%2¢, B-7a 595.00 
Dawson, YT, Floridora, 25¢, B-lla 202.50 
Dawson, YT, Floridora, 25¢, B-lla 45.50 
A.Y.P.E. encased cent, round 45.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


NABESWNA, cont. 


government closed all the gold mines in 1942. 
Whitham tried to reopen the mine after the war, but 
died in 1947. 


Whitham was a booster for the entire region, advo- 
cating for roads and telephone lines. The telephone 
line arrived in 1932. The Nabesna Road reached 
the mine in 1933, and was improved to allow car and 
truck travel by 1935. 


Air travel remained important for emergencies - ill- 
ness, injuries and critical equipment. Bob Reeve flew 
in from Valdez and Harold Gillam from Fairbanks. 


Whitham provided the miners with a medical dis- 
pensary, a retail store and housing. The town was 
supplied with heat by the boiler via underground pip- 
ing and steel radiators! The “Do Drop Inn” provided 
liquor and female companionship. 


Before Whitham, the Nabesna area was occupied by 
Athabaskans, prospectors and traders. With the mine, 
Nabesna had a population to work the mine, and a 
few to work the miners. It has now pretty much re- 
verted to pre-mine days. 


' Golden Places - see sources. 


Whitham mine at Nabesna 
photo by Ric & Marge Thompson 


Sources: 

Nabesna Gold, Kirk Stanley, 2005 

Golden Places: the History of Alaska-Yukon Mining, 
William Hunt, 1990 for the National Park Service. 
Mountain Wilderness, William Hunt, 1996. 


Nabesna Mining Corporation, Incorporated 1929, issued 1934 (Joe Usibelli). 
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LESLIE C. HILL 


As we reported in the last issue, Les Hill of White 
Rock, BC had passed away. Below are excerpts from 
an obituary Ron Greene wrote for the Canadian nu- 
mismatic press. 
b. 10 July 1916 = d. 20 February 2017 


With Leslie C. Hill’s passing we have lost one of the 
giants of Canadian Numismatics. 


Les had spoken of being interested in coins at an early 
age, but never had any money to pursue his interest 
until about 1945 or a bit later. In 1947 he started 
collecting decimal coins and within 18 months had 
assembled a complete collection of Canadian and 
Newfoundland decimals, by date and major varieties 
which were recognized at the time. 


He later branched into tokens of British Columbia 
and the Yukon. In 1963 he sold his decimal collec- 
tion to a Montreal businessman. In the mid 1960s 
the Vancouver Numismatic Society set up a research 
committee consisting of several leading collectors 
who each took a category and listed all the known 
pieces. Les, who had the largest collection put ev- 
erything together and developed a numbering sys- 
tem. This led to the first true BC catalogue in 1969, 
listing about 1200 tokens compared to the four in 
Breton’s listing. In 1980 after the committee stag- 
nated, Les produced his own catalogue, British Co- 
lumbia Numismatica Part I, Trade Tokens, with ap- 
proximately three times as many tokens, the quantity 
of which required a new numbering system with more 
capacity. This system is still serving as the basis for 
the current token database which has over 6000 to- 
kens listed. Then he and Scott Simpson produced 
Yukon Numismatica in 1990, which listed not only 
tokens, but medals and paper items. 


Les was an original member of the Canadian Numis- 
matic Association (now RCNA). His number was 32 
and he later became Life Member No. 3. He was 
also a founding member of the Vancouver Coin Club 
(now the Vancouver Numismatic Society), and of the 
now defunct Royal City Coin Club. He was also a 
founding member of the Canadian Numismatic Re- 
search Society. By nature, Les was a quiet, serious 
student of numismatics who kept a low profile. He 
was one of two Honorary Life Members in the Cana- 
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dian Association of Token Collectors. He received 
the highest distinction in Canadian numismatics, the 
J. Douglas Ferguson Award in 1978. 


Some of his ground-breaking works include an ar- 
ticle on the BC $10 and $20 coins of 1862 (1948), 
the North West Company tokens (1963), a 20" anni- 
versary history of the Vancouver Numismatic Soci- 
ety (1975), the Resolution and Adventure Medals 
distributed by Capt. Cook (1980), the Card Money 
of the Cassier (1988 and 1998). He also wrote a large 
number of articles on BC and Yukon merchants and 
their tokens. His extensive notes on BC and Yukon 
tokens were written in tiny print by hand in small 
ring binders - we call them “wee books.” These have 
proven invaluable over the years. I consider him my 
mentor and he was extremely good about sharing in- 
formation. He retained a phenomenal memory al- 
most to the end. We miss him. 

-Ronald Greene 


Editor’s Note: Les Hill was an early supporter of 
this newsletter. Without his “roller rubbing” device, 
the illustrations in the early issues would have been 
really terrible. This method of illustrating tokens was 
better than early photocopies. 


Les’s article, Card Money of the Cassiar, July/Au- 
gust 1998, is one of only two times we have had a 
color front page. 


His contributions to British Columbia and Yukon his- 
tory is recognized by collectors of tokens, but is prob- 
ably overlooked by academic historians. We can only 
hope that they give him his due. 


VIRGINIA E. KING 


We have just learned of the passing of Virginia King. 
She was a long time subscriber to this newsletter, 
perhaps from the very beginning. She was 94. 


Mrs. King wrote two short articles for this newslet- 
ter: Alaska Token Collecting Experiences (1981) and 
Dog Tax Tags (1982). She also provided the first 
rubbing of the Baber & Lycan token from Rampart, 
B-2a in 1981. It was unlisted in the first edition of 
Alaska Tokens by Ron Benice, 1979. 


MIONEY TO 
BURN 


By David Phillips 


CHICKEN, ALASKA WOODS 


The woods of Chicken, Alaska, were produced by 
Sue Wiren, proprietor of the Chicken Saloon, one 


third of a business block in “downtown” Chicken. ecaer Exeas ara 


ete = also owned by Sue are the 1 VWNT OWN % 


The woods were all of one production run so there 
are no varieties, and precisely how many were made 


and when are not known. However, it is thought that = Zar eri 
. ‘3 Sa =i : Irport sd for 
500, or even 1,000 would be a likely number. The [fy seers RET cris & Bes 
iy } SM Pie TE 28 5 


date of manufacture and issue would be likely in the 
1980s or early 1990s. 

As time went by, the Bar drinks became more spe- + World Famons Chicken Creek Saloon + 
cific, price wise. Sue colored the edges of many of 
the stock issue woods to differentiate between the 
various drinks. Which color for which category has 
been lost over time. 


* Cheapest Gas/Diesel in Chicken * 
ppg remem, ox 


The woods are all the usual 1’4 inches (38mm) in 
size. 


None of the wooden drink tokens are used in the Sa- 
loon anymore. However, a quantity of them (mostly 
non colored stock woods) are still available for sale 
in the gift shop. 
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ARC AUCTION APRIL 8, 2017 


Lot Price realized 


278 Alaska token books 30mb* 
279 Alaska token book (inventory) 70mb* 
280 Alaska token book 10 
281 Anchorage Dairy tokens 15 
282 Cheechako Tavern tokens 55mb* 
283 Barrow tokens 25 
284 Chatanika tokens 35 
285 Cordova tokens 25 
286 Fairview Hotel token 10 
287 L.A. Meyer token 73 
288 Pastime Cafe gambling chips 110mb* 
289 Latouche token 75 
290 Long token 10 
291 AK & Yukon tokens and medals 210mb* 
292 Official AK Purchase medals 135 
293 Official 1990 AK medal 45 
294 Official 1990 AK silver medals 55 
295 1/4 oz. 1992 silver medals 85 
296 1997 AK silver medals 60 
297 2002 AK silver medal proof set 160 
298 1989 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 160 
299 1989 1/4 oz. gold AK medal 400mb* 
300 1990 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 180 
301 1993 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 150 
302 1993 4 oz. gold AK medal 775mb* 
303 1993 1 oz. gold AK medal 1425mb* 
304 1999 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 140 
305 2001 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 180 
306 2006 1/20 oz. gold AK medal 130 
307 Fur Rendezvous pins 20 
308 1995 Iditarod medal 35 
309 1997 Iditarod medal 40 
310 1996 AK Railroad medal 40 
311 1997 AK Railroad medal 45 
312 AYPE book 60 
313 Alaska Magazine 130 
314 Descriptive of Fairbanks 65 
315 Alaska Steamship menus 120 
321 Gold nugget bracelet 465 


mb = sold to mail bidder 
* = reduced from their maximum bid 
Total reductions for successful mail bidders: $587 


This auction had the highest attendance of any of our 
auctions. We are fortunate to have a loyal and knowl- 
edgable local customer base. 
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PEERLESS CIGAR STAND 


> y. ey = 
\, eb): 


The token, Peerless Cigar Stand, Henry Berry is listed 
in my third edition as Juneau 60.1. There is no city 
name on the token. My attribution was based on list- 
ings of Henry Berry in Juneau as a cigar store owner 
appearing first in both Bradstreet and Dun directo- 
ries in 1914, and subsequent Dun directories each 
year through 1919, and finally in Polk’s directory in 
1923 as a curio store. 


Recently a collector reported to tokencatalog.com that 
there was an advertisement by Henry Berry in the 
December 29, 1911 edition of the Tacoma Times to 
sell the Peerless Cigar Store at 1019 Pacific Ave. This 
supports an attribution to Tacoma. Presumably 
Berry’s ownership ended some time in 1912 and he 
found his way to Alaska where he may have opened 
in 1913, too late to make the 1913 Dun. Future Wash- 
ington State researchers may establish when the busi- 
ness first opened in Tacoma. 


Unless someone finds a record of the date of manu- 
facture or a written reference to using tokens at the 
cigar store, we cannot be sure in which of the two 
cities the tokens were actually used. In fact it is quite 
possible that they were used in both cities. 


The token is now at best an R7 instead of R8. But its 
value is certainly maintained as there are collectors 
for two states bidding on tokens when they appear. 


-Ron Benice 


BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE 


Another Peerless Cigar Store from Juneau has ap- 
peared on eBay with an opening bid of $750. The 
seller is quick to point out that there have been sales 
for $1,575 and $900. He fails to mention the last 
three times it only sold for the opening bid of $200. 


Prices realized history is: 1999-2013 - 1575, 935; 
2014-15 none (did I miss some?); 2016 - 565, 200OB, 
2000B; 2017 so far - 2000B 


The Nakat 
Packing Corporation 


Alaska Salmon Canneries 


LOCATED AT 


Ketchikan 
Nakeen 
Waterfall 


Union Bay 
Hidden Inlet 
Heceta Island 


Office: The Dexter Horton Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 


CANNED SALMON 


A Food Favored by Millions for Its Incompar- 
able flavor... Fresh From North Pacific Waters 


One set of three still available - $350. 


-ALASKAN HOTEL 
if 


RW, FERRELL 


Proprietor 


Alaskan Hotel, 12'4¢, B-1la - $12.50 


Pioneer Canneries, Snug 
Harbor, $1.25 per Box | 
Clams - $125.00 
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Worrn 
YOUR WHILE 


to know how to buy 
MINCED SEA CLAMS 


ECAUSE there # a difference—a big diffes- 
B ence in flavor and freshness. And thar 
makes a lot of difference in any minced sea clam 
dish you prepare. 

‘That's why it pays to know what Pioneer Brand 
stands for, 

First, clams packed under this brand are the 
finest Havored in the world—the famous razor 
clams, found only in cold North Pacific waters. 
During the few wecks when they are at their best 
— fat and flavorful—they are dug from the clean 
white sands. Without bleaching, they are 
promptly canned by the exc/usive Halferty process 
which protects all the flavor, freshness, and food 
values of choicest razor clams at their prime. 


Remember—only Pioneer packs “Minced Sea 
Clams,” so specify Pioneer whenever you buy. 


Delicious Minced Clams in Casserole 
Melk 2 tablespoons butter, add 154 
cups soft bread crumbs. Place alter- 
nate layers of buttered crumbs and 
cup drained, Pioneer Minced Sea 
Claims in a butered baking dish, 
having layer of crumbs on cop. 
son each layer with pepper and salt. 
Bake in a moderate oven (360°F.) 
about 20 minutes or until crumbs 
have 5 
Ask your grocer for our free recipes. 


PIONEER 


also Dressed Whole Clams.. 


Three ads from “All Alaska Review for 


1930,” published by the Cordova Daily 
Times. 


Flat City’s 
Popular Resort 


A. D. CURRIE 


Marquette AA Rye 
National Club Bourbon 
Best Brands ot Cigars 


BUDWEISER BEER 


Family Orders Promptly Filled 


Flat/Iditarod, The Branch, Al Curry. A few still 
available for $75 each (ad submitted by Lee 
Poleske, Iditarod Pioneer, April 7, 1917). 


CORDOVA DAILY TIMES ALL-ALASKA REVIEW FOR 1930 61 


VIA VALDEZ AND 
The Valdez Transportation Co. 


TO CHITINA — FAIRBANKS —CIRCLE CITY 


THE GOLDEN BELT TOUR HE Valdez Transportation Company operate a fleet of Big Six Stude 
In ‘via Valdez, Out via Sewerd baker automobiles between Valdez and all points on the Richardson 
ae yee rarer Highway and tributary roads, offering to the Alaska Tourist an un 
()Serakardeses sinperrus. reson enim usual service with every comfort and convenience, We are prepared to 
furnish special autos to hunting and fishing parties and can arrange for 

guides, saddle and pack-horses for those desiring such 


July to Oetoper 


KEYSTONE CANYON. 

COPPER RIVER TOUR 

in via Valdez, Out via Cordova 
or ViceVersa 


th 
© martiitrournd 


July te October TONSINA LODGE, MICHARDSON MIGHWAY — @ MILES FROM VALDEZ 


aa 
: 


ire 


WHERE THE ALASKA STEAMERS MEET THE AUTO AND THE RICHARDSON HIGHWAY 


Through passengers on steamers to and from Seward should. without fail, 
make the Keystone Canyon side trip while the steamer remains in Valdez— 
$6 miles of unsurpassed beauty and grandeur, Fare $5. May to November 


Booking Agents Gillam Airways, Inc., for Airplane Service. 


VALDEZ TRANSPORTATION CO, Valdez Alaska 


OR ANY TOURIST OR STEAMSHIP AGENT 


This ad was so great, we had to run it! From “All Alaska Review 
for 1930,” published by the Cordova Daily Times. This 13’4 by 
10% inch, 64 page publication is full of ads and information about 
Alaska. The covers are loose, but the contents are good. $35 
postpaid. One only. (see page 34 for more ads). 
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TWO NEW GOLD TOKENS 


EVA CREEK, ESTER 
FAIRBANKS MINING DISTRICT 


Eva Creek is in Ester, about 10 miles west of 
Fairbanks, just past the campus of the University of 
Alaska. Rich gravel was located on Eva Creek in 
1911. In 1912 about $500,000 worth of gold was 
produced, mostly from drift mining. 


GRC assays this gold at .8168. 


BIRCH CREEK 
CIRCLE MINING DISTRICT 


Gold was discovered on Birch Creek in 1894 (two 
years before the Klondike gold rush) at Pitka’s Bar, a 
gravel bar just down stream from Harrison Creek. 
Gold in small quantities can still be panned just about 
anywhere along the upper portion of the creek. 


GRC assays this gold at .8561 


These tokens are available for $85 each postpaid, and include a silver die trial. 


For those of you wanting something more substantial, we offer gold bars of approximately 1 oz. These 
feature our new Alaska Rare Coins punch used with our Native Gold die, and the new Troy Ounce punch. 
Fineness will vary but the one illustrated based upon specific gravity is about 81%. It is shown actual size. 


Call or email for a current price quote 


ALASKA RARE COINS 
P.O. BOX 72832 
FAIRBANKS, AK 99707 
907-452-6461 
akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
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ALASWKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
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North of 60° ----- 


BEFORE THERE WAS A SESQUICENTENNIAL, 


\ NORTH TO THE 
NG PUTURE 
<Q q v 


Fairbanks 
1917 


Fairbanks, +s eSeplemlen 191 Ly 
Vn 
Utara aperd als Behe. = | 
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buat er FEA , MAE pztlpa ee ese vtela OL a eal cent 
wt Coss ak 4 ae Gf BA piteda Morn GAG Se AzL#t a7. hase 


? 
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But alas, all we have is the letterhead. A google search found that the Territorial Legislature 
was talking about it in 1913. The newspapers on line are remarkably silent. 


Beginning on page 39 and subsequent pages, you will find a listing of known Alaska Pur- 
chase Centennial medals and tokens by Kurtis Hawk. We welcome additions and correc- 
tions and will present them in a later issue. 


mannan nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Obviously, our thanks go to Kurtis Hawk this month 
for his listing of Alaska Purchase Centennial medals 
and tokens. I have had this on had for several years, 
just waiting for the right time to use it. This was the 
right time as we are in our sesquicentennial year, and 
I was having an hard time getting material. 


There was a nice assortment of tokens on eBay this 
month. An N.A.T.&T 25¢ brought $1,280, while a 
W&S from Dawson, perhaps 4 known, realized 
$1,582.99. The bargain of the month was the 
Hoffman from Nome at $20.45, but very worn. 


The Automatic Pool Room from Iditarod made its 
first appearance on eBay and realized $535. We first 
reported this token in 1998. This is only the second 
example to come to light. It has a neat inscription on 
the back. 


Thanks to J.W. Terrill for the illustration. He says 
orange, I say pink, perhaps orange fading to pink. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page-$50 “%page-$30 '% page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Collins Cigar, 12'2¢, B-13a 350.000B 
Anchorage, D+D Club, 12'4¢, B-14al 19.990B 
Anchorage, D+D Club, 12'4¢, B-14al 18.06 
Anchorage, Union Club, 12’2¢, B-37a 100.000B 
Cordova, Club Pool Hall, 5¢, B-lla 100.000B 
Cordova, Cordova House, H+C, 5¢, B-14a 77.50 
Cordova, White Co., 6%¢, B-40a 150.000B 
Dalby, Joe Notti, $1, B-1c 375.000B 
Fairbnks, J&B Eagle Cigar, 12'2¢, B-14b 400.000B 
Flat/Iditarod, Al Curry, 25¢, B-1a 75.000B 
Hyder, Northern Pool Hall, 50¢, B-4c 95.000B 
Iditarod, Automatic Pool Room, 25¢, B-1.la 535.00 
Juneau, Central Hotel, 12'2¢, B-15b 428.00* 
Juneau, Peerless Cigar, B-60.la 750.000B 
Juneau, Imperial Billiards encased cent 177.50 
Koyukuk, J.W. Evans, 50¢, B-1c 295.000B 


Murphy Dome, 744th ACW NCO OM 50¢ unl = 227.50 
Nenana, Smoke House, 12'2¢, B-7a 75.00 
Nenana, Terminal Cigar Store, 12'4¢, B-8a 227.50 
Nenana, Parker’s Patch, stickered dollar 110.27 
Nome, B&M. 25¢, B-5a 395.000B 
Nome, Breakers, 12'’2¢, B-9a 300.000B 
Nome, CW, good for whatever sold at, B-1la 150.00 
Nome, Hoffman, (12'2¢), B-26a, very worn 20.45 
Nome, Imperial Cigar Store, no den. B-28a 200.000B 
Nome, North Pole Bakery, 10¢ on MT, B-39b 75.000B 
N.A.T.&T., 25¢, B-la 1,280.00 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 1¢, B-la, PCGS-63 114.39 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 5¢, B-1b, PCGS-62 75.00 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 10¢, B-1c 34.950B 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 10¢, B-lc, PCGS-62 62.03 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 25¢, B-1d, PCGS-62 77.76 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., 50¢, B-le, PCGS-58 92.03 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., $1, B-1f, PCGS-62 392.00 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., $5, B-1g, PCGS-58 189.50 
Palmer, A.R.R.C., $10, B-1h, PCGS-58 334.00 
Ruby, Louis Spitz, 25¢, B-6a 1,350.00 
Seward, Up & Up, Holben, 12'2¢, B-18a 112.51 
Sitka, R. Witz, 5¢, B-17a 32.00 
Takotna, Tacotna Cigar Store, 25¢, B-3a 600.000B 
Valdez, Hotel St. Elias, 124%¢, B-19a 710.00 
Dawson, YT, W&S, 25¢, B-23a 1582.99 


Hudson’s Bay Co., Labrardor Dist., 1-5-10-20 381.67 
Rainier Beer, Alaska’s Favorite, encascedcent 32.17 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


* Juneau, Central Hotel: B-15b is listed as a 6’4¢ in error. 
It is the 12%2¢, which is illustrated in the book. 
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ALASKA PURCHASE CENTENNIAL MEDALS & TOKENS 


by Kurtis Hawk, cont. 
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HERALDIC ART 
ALASKA STATEHOOD 


In February, we had an article about the master hubs, 
hubs and dies used to make these medals. 


Recently, “restrikes” have appeared on eBay, struck 
in copper from minimally cancelled dies (diagonal 
scratches from 2:00 to 7:00, not visible in these pho- 
tos). These are from a different seller than the seller 
who previously offered the minting tools. 


These are nicely done, with no intent to defraud. The 
edge is rounded (struck without a collar?), and marked 
“2017 restrike.” The auction states they have minted 
“30 so far.” 


This seller is also offering restrikes of other medals 
of this series. 


ALASKA COMMUNITY 
SERVICE MEDAL 


The ribbon is red and white with yellow edge trim. 
The medal is bronze. Overall length about 3 inches. 
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POLAR MEDALS 


ANTARCTICA: Operation Deep Freeze. Proud 
Birds of the Southern Continent, C-141 Starlifter. 
Bronze, 39mm(?). 


ERNEST SHACKLETON: 50th Anniversary of the 
Death (1922) Fortitudine Vincimus. Reverse: Endur- 
ance Beset, 1915. 38 mm, sterling silver. 


—=— 


SWEDEN: Arctic Explorer Sven Ludvig Loven, 
1903. Nice view of a ship in the arctic. By Lindberg. 
Silver, 31mm. 


SWEDEN: Arctic Balloon Expedition of 1897; 
Andre, Strindberg and Fraenkel. This expedition was 
supposed to traverse the North Pole. The map shows 
the course followed to the end point where the expe- 
ditions remains were found. By Ohlson. Bronze, 
56mm (shown reduced). 


ALASKA: ASHA Handball, Team Alaska. World 
Handball Championship, October 2003, Ireland. One 
ounce silver. 


ALASKA: Generic 1 oz. silver bar. 
Show approximate size. 


ConocoPhillips: North Slope Opera- 
tions and Development, Nanuq 
(Field) First Oil November 25, 2006. 
2 oz. .999 silver with gold relief, 
51mm. 


ConocoPhillips: Fiord (Field). 
First Oil August 8, 2006. 2 oz. .999 
silver with gold relief 2 oz. .999 sil- 
ver with gold relief, 51mm. 


gerne 


als 


ecott Miner: 


Approximately 90mm x 47mm. 
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JUNEAU STEAMSHIP CO. 


J.W. Terrill has pinned down the attribution for the Juneau S.S. tag reported in the April 
2014 issue of this newsletter (page 33). 


It is found in the listing of domestic corporations in the “Report of the Governor of the 
District of Alaska,” circa 1910. 


seins tans sssosasara dic .x quanta esi sineieniasatiis tase iaimemmance en wearna wnitremnigian eonnmnia ini ania wn 
Independent Ditch and Power Co., Nomw________----------.---- Nov. 8, 1906. 
luter-Island Co., Valdez_.._____- wiinashinea atte gut eEett eee Sept. 3, 1907. ° 
mn Juneau Steamship Co., Junenn...................-------------Sept. 21, 1903, 
2 guneen Packing ©o., TOR. 6 ~ 6 <6 scciks cng wn nmanscencennns=.cdUDOS, 1906. 
x Juneau Ferry and Navigation Co., Juneau. ........-----.-.. -..Mar. 15, 1905, 
a Juneau Building and Improvement Co., Junenu. ............May 11, 1905. 
3 Jack Pot Mining: 06; Nome: o22 55 ssse sos n ceeneecc ee sow eccn June 29, 1906. 
n Johnston-Coutant Co., Junenu..........-......-.-.--.---.. ...Mar. 28, 1907. 
Keatchixan Power: ©o.; SUR cc . chncccutccacesseunnaseus .- May 21, 1903. 


It is also mentioned in “Report on Steamship Agreements 
and Affiliations in the American Foreign and Domestic 
Trade,” (S.S. Huebner, GPO, 1914). 


UC! 


A ’ ‘4 cM i Uso U iM pe 
the same two companies. Two-thirds of the p- P. 
Western Alaska Steamship Co. (which owns n Qty She eue sume 
them from various parties, including the Alaska Steamsnip Uo. 
the Pacific Coast Steamship Co.) is also owned by the Alaska Steam- 
ship Co. and the Pacific Coast Steamship Co., each owning one-third 
of the $25,000 of capital stock outstanding. 

The Alaska Steamship Co. (with $8,000,000 of common stock out- 
standing. and representing a consolidation of the Alaska Steamship 
Co. and the Northwestern Steamship Co., Ltd.) owns and operates 
13 steamers of 28,319 gross tons, and, aside from the company’s 
interest in the Juneau Steamship Co. and the Ketchikan Wharf Co. 
(acquired in 1908), owns all of the stock of the Union Wharf Co. 
(owner of a wharf at Juneau). The Pacific Coast Steamship Co, 
reported to the Committee that it “has at times had arrangements 
or understandings with the Alaska Steamship Co. as to sailing dates 
between Puget Sound and Alaska with a view to avoiding sailings 
of different boats on the same date, but has now no such arrange- 
ments.” The Alaska Steamship Co, reported that it now “has no 
agreements or understanding with any other navigation companies, 
except that a practice exists of exchanging traffic with the Juneau 
Steamship Co. at Juneau, when such traffic is to or from points 
reached by that company and not by our own vessels.” All the other 
companies engaging in the Alaskan trade denied the existence of 
any agreements or understandings with other navigation companies; 
yet the foregoing facts clearly indicate that the three lines 
ing on the Nome or Bering Sea Route. 
Western Alaska Steamship, and P 


operat- 
the Alaska Steamship, 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


acific Coast Steamship Cos.—are 


slneale intarralatad shank 4 a 


North of 60° ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ === South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Thanks this month to J.W. Terrill for providing the 
information on the Juneau Steamship Co. These tags 
seem to be more disposable than tokens. 


Tom Dalrymple provides comments and additions to 
Kurtis Hawk’s 1967 Alaska Purchase Centennial list- 
ing from last month. I must say that that is really a 
modest list, and that Kurtis did a really fine job docu- 
menting what he did. 


This month is more of a sales list, with 3+ pages of 
items for sale. We hope that there is something you 
can use. 


If you wish to order anything in this issue, let me 
know and I will send on approval. You can pay 
upon receipt, adding the actual postage to your in- 
voice. Any that are not satisfactory can be returned. 


eBay was quiet this month. We have taken a bit of a 
break from selling but will probably be back at it by 
the time you get this. The Tanana Valley Railroad 
ticket was a bit of a surprise. 


Summer is here, and I will be taking a few road trips. 
Nothing etched in stone, but perhaps Talkeetna and 
Valdez. I will be stopping in bars, etc. along the high- 
ways to see if there are any new tokens. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Cheechako, 12'2¢, B-11b 10.50 
Anchorage, Joe Flowers, 5¢, B-18al 32.00 
Cordova, (2) The Club, B-7a and B-10a 50.000B 
Cordova, Old Crow, 6%4¢, B-31a 22.03 
Kasigluk, Co-Op Store, FST set 37.00 
Katalla, Katalla Co., ID check, B-8a 69.000B 
Nome, 3 mavericks: B-22a, B-24a, B-43a 189.50 


Russian River, Henton’s Lodge, 1 Drink, B-1a 69.000B 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12'2¢, B-10alI 145.000B 
Skagway, S&P Packtrain, 5¢, B-20a 250.000B 
Rainier Beer, Alaska’s Favorite, encased cent 7.99 
Tanana Valley Railroad ticket 157.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


N.C. CO. WATCH FOB 


me yet 


: a BEN 
— 

Bf AT: iff 

, EY | 


} 


Above is a nice Northern Commercial Co. watch fob. 
The back is marked “Northern Commercial Co., 
Alaska & Yukon Territory.” A maker’s mark is be- 
low: “Leavens Mfg. Co., Attleboro, Mass.” 


Silver colored, 50mm by 40.5mm and a leather strap. 


Looks unused - $25.00. 


ALASKA PURCHASE CENTENNIAL MEDALS 


ADDITIONS AND COMMENTS 
Tom Dalrymple 


I believe this listing is pretty comprehensive, or at 
least should provide some food for thought, grist for 
the mill. 


There are quite a few which I’ve never personally 
seen which I nonetheless suspect exist. Either way, it 
is at least logical that they would exist. 


Potential revisions to Kurtis Hawk’s Alaska Purchase 
Centennial listing, with no distinction made between 
numbered and un-numbered varieties follows. 


Al Aska Temple: See next page 


Anchorage Exposition Air Crossroads: This cast 
commemorative exists in a dark/flat bronze finish 
with slight variations in surface texture/patterns. 


Fur Rendezvous: Also exists in bronze, thus a 3 
medal set. 


Jane W. Mears JHS: I have seen all but the Oxi- 
silver, which is puzzling given the reported mintage 
of 1,200. 


Fort Wainwright/Eielson AFB Barber Shops: A 
38mm token was issued pre-centennial in brass. A 
slightly smaller 37mm (listed as 36mm) APC was 
subsequently issued in bright brass/goldene. I have 
been unable to confirm a larger APC existing in alu- 
minum. 


Hope City: I have been unable to confirm a 40mm 
bronze. 


Ketchikan, B.P.O.E. Lodge # 1429: Also available 
in goldene. 


Alaska Aviation Committee: I have been unable to 
confirm a bright bronze. 


Alaskan Comm. Region: I have seen all but the 
goldene, which is puzzling given the reported mint- 


age of 5,000. 


First Lady Series: Also available in goldene. 
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Medallic Art AK Centennial: I have seen all but 
the aluminum, which is especially puzzling given the 
generally high mintages of these official state me- 
dallion issues. 


Medallic Art AK Centennial: These very same 
“two-halves” were apparently joined to produce a 
single two sided sterling silver variety of exact same 
size. Thoroughly professional-grade casting with 
production quality “.925” engraved on a slightly 
rounded/polished edge. Disavowed by Medallic Arts. 


U.S. Purchase of Alaska: Also marked “Longines” 
and also issued in bronze. That said, these were not 
actually issued until 1971-72. 


Further Additions 


Cook Inlet Native Association: Nick Gray Memo- 
rial muled with the APC reverse. 


Mini Seward Bust: Dated “1959” on the obverse, 
but there is also a much smaller copyright date of 
1967 near the rim. Silver and bronze, approx. 32mm. 


Elongated coins: APC embossed U.S. coins from 
1967. From Cent to Half Dollar. 


Valdez, F.O.E. Aerie #1971: Issued by the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Chapter in 1967. Silver, bronze and 
goldene, 39mm. 


Foil-covered “A-67”: 
Centavo. 


Over nickel or Mexico 5 


Others: Several looped APC pendants from 34mm 
fisherman to the truly tiny. All with APC logos. In 
bronze, silver and jewelry grade gold. 


Ed. Note: Tom Dalrymple is a “newbie” (OK, he 
has been doing this for a decade or so), concentrat- 
ing on Alaska tokens and medals issued between 1959 
and the Purchase Centennial in 1967. To say he is 
focused would not be correct. Perhaps obsessed is a 
better term. 


AL ASKA TEMPLE PAPER POTPOURRI 


The staff and See SS of the KODIAK INN 
wish to welcome ith an 


introductoffy cocktail of your choice. En oy your stay 


relaxing lounge 
Box 1547 - Kodiak, Alaska - Telephone 486-5712 


KODIAK: Kodiak Inn, Introductory cocktail of your choice. Brown 
on pink, 98mm x 57mm. 


ttn Tnuttation fora Special “reat 


11:00 am.=T- a.11h. free Hors d’hourves 
KODIAK INN - - KODIAK, ALASKA 


KODIAK: Kodiak Inn, Famous Irish Coffee Free. Brown on yel- 
low, 98mm x 57mm. 


HAVE ONE ON Us! Tsk), 
ae as 
PF 


THIS CARD WORTH ONE FREE DRINK TO 
ANY GUEST AT MT. ALYESKA NUGGET INN. 


Kurtis Hawk’s listing of Alaska Pur- 
chase Centennial medals lists three 
different Al Aska medals. The pre- 


viously unlisted fourth variety is the VOID AFTER MAY 1970 
white metal (coppernickel) without Eo 
Anchorage Alaska. (GIRDWOOD): Mt. Alyeska Nugget Inn, Have one on us. Brown 


on yellow, 88mm x 51mm 
See our listing on pages 52 and 54 
for this and other Purchase Centen- 
nial medals. 
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POST-STATEHOOD G/F cont. 


Continued from page 53 


ENCASED CENT 


o— 


SOLDOTNA 
Soldotna Jewelry, $1, brass, 25.5mm 5.00 
Lola’s Bear Den, Drink, 1965, brass, 32mm 4.00 
SOURDOUGH 
Sourdough RH, one drink, 1989, alum. 32mm 8.00 
As above, one drink, 1990 brs., 32mm 8.00 
SPENARD 
ANCHORAGE: Alaska National Bank of the North, Am. Legion Post 28, 50¢, 1967, Number 0005!!! 
Grand Opening Metropolitan Office, Feb. 24, 1973. CN, 32mm 18.00 
All like new. $3 each, 10 for $10. FOE 3154, Bingo Darts, 50¢, 1966, copper, 29mm 4.00 
As above, 50¢, brass, 29mm, no date 4.00 
PRIS ON T OKENS ere Friendly Fireside Lounge, set of 4: 65¢, 70¢, 75¢ 
eee and 85¢, brass, various diameters. 15.00 
As above, 75¢ only, brass, 26mm 3.00 
As above, a drink, 1961, copper, 32mm 3.00 
As above, a drink, 1964, copper, 32mm 3.00 
Golden Whale, | drink, 1965, alum. 35mm 3.00 
WHITTIER 
Amvets Post 3, 50¢, brass, 32.5mm 5.00 
Chenega Inn etc, $1, 1965, alum. 35mm 3.00 
Sportsman’s Inn, $1, brass, 32mm 5.00 
As above, One Jolt, 1969, brass, 34mm 5.00 


OLSEN GAS SERVICE 


PALMER: Palmer Correctional Center. 5, 10 


and 25 (cents), set of 3 - $12.00. THIS CARD GOOD FOR ONE 
***e FREE * * * 
See Editor’s Comments for shipping CAR WASH TOKEN 


charges. at 


ae ay OLSON GAS SERVICE 
» Now 2! a =, 
‘es some ‘ ' 


277-3814 “GAS FOR LESS” 277-9823 


STARTING & TOWING = SERVICt 


4 


B607 SPENARD ROAD SPENARD, ALASKA 


This has to be a first! A card good for a token! This 
makes me ask why not just give the token rather than 
the card? Green (or faded black?) printing on white 
card, 88mm by 53mm. 


NOTI 
Remitter must keep this Receipt in ord 
2 one refund of amount of order 
lost. [f Money Order is not presented 
74 payment within six. months from 
dale. itwill be paid only by autnoniy » 
* of the General Manager: 


Perea eee | ; vie 


Just a cool 1 item from eBay. 


50 


FOR THE RECORD 


ALASKA: 2001 Special Olympics World Winter 
Games Alaska, March 4-11, 2001. Bronze finish, 


60mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Golden Spike Potlatch, July 1-12- (ANCHORAGE): Bettye L. Smith, Certified Adver- 
13, 1923 at the completion of the Alaska Govt. Rail-  {.. aie enon . 

; . tising Specialist. Sort of holographic printing on stiff 
way. About 115mm tall, 55mm wide. Multi-colored. white card. AD sues 
Front shown actual size, back shown at a reduced a , 


size. Absolutely great hanging pin. Price realized - 
$270. 
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ALASKA PURCHASE CENTENNIAL MEDALS 


We have just purchased an accumulation (can’t call 
it a collection) of modern Alaskan medals. We are 
offering the Alaska Purchase Centennial medals in 
this issue of the newsletter. I have given a very lim- 
ited description. The list of PC medals in the last 
issue should aid you as far as size and mintage where 
known. 


Those that use the official Purchase Centennial to- 
tem are marked PC. 


Because of long term storage in polyvinylchloride 
holders, many of these have PVC contamination. We 
have cleaned some, but not all. The worst cases are 
noted. 


ANCHORAGE 

Al Aska Shrine 
CN without Anchorage Alaska PC 15.00 
CN with Anchorage Alaska PC 8.00 
Brass without Anchorage Alaska PC 8.00 
Brass with Anchorage Alaska PC 8.00 
All four 35.00 

Anchorage Comm. Dollar, 3 plastic 9.00 


Anchorage Exposition, “Illegal” dollar see page 


352 of “Tinnahs &...”’ PC 12.00 
CINA, Nick Gray Memorial, set of 3, brz. 

brs and cn(#’d). CN has PVC problems. 15.00 
Cook Inlet Native Asso. (Bingo), 50¢ PC 5.00 


As above, defaced (Pacific Auction Bingo?) 5.00 
Carpentier’s Cocktail Lounge, Dave’s Alaskan 
Trade Dollar, 1967. Set of 2: ox.CN and 
silver plated. Matched numbers, some PVC 


problems 20.00 
Fur Rendezvous, brass 5.00 
Gold Rush Motor Lodge, brass, PC 5.00 
Kay’s Kitchen, $1 in trade, “67”, irregular 

toning. 5.00 
Moose Gooser, set of 3: (2) matched #’d CN 

with trains going in opposite directions 

and unnumberd brass. PC SPECIAL 15.00 
Moose Lodge 1534, Ox. CN, #’d PC 8.00 
O’Neills Trade Dollar, Brown Jug, Green 

Bottle, Richmond Lounge and Shamrock 

Inn. Brz, PC 5.00 
HOMER 
Museum Centennial Souvenir, brass 5.00 
As above, bronze 5.00 
HOPE 
1894 Gold Strike, bronze PC 8.00 


D2 


As above, brass 8.00 

Birthplace of the 1895 Gold Rush, set of two: 
brass and CN, PC 12.00 

INDIAN 

Jim’s Saloon, 1 drink, PC 8.00 

JUNEAU 

Juneau Commemorative Dollar, 3 plastic PC 9.00 

KETCHIKAN 

Elks 1429, PC 5.00 

KODIAK 

King Crab Capital, brass 5.00 

MOOSE PASS 

Jockey Club Trade Dollar, brz. PC 8.00 

NORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO. 

50¢ Reproduced for Centennial, silver color 8.00 

As above, $1, brass color 8.00 

NORTH POLE 

Santa Claus House, “A67”, brass 5.00 

SEWARD 


Home of Alaska’s Flag, set of 3: matched #’d 
silver and cn and unnumbered brass. These 
have sat in a display case backed with 
foam for 50 years. This has corroded one 
side of the CN medals. The silver are not 
bad as they were not as affected. Since the 
brass is not numbered, I have replaced these 
with nice BU examples. The silver medal 
is not marked, but surprisingly tests as .999! 


25.00 
As above, #’7d CN 3.00 
As above, unnumbered brass 3.00 
Cornerstone of an Empire, #’d brass 5.00 
As above, unnumbered aluminum 3.00 


Penny’s Cafe, 25¢ in trade 3.00 each, 10/$10.00 


SPENARD 
Friendly Fireside Lounge, brass 8.00 
TUSTUMENA LAKE AREA 
Big T, bronze, PVC problems PC 5.00 
As above, no PVC problem 8.00 
ALASKA AVIATION COMMITTEE 
Bi-plane, bronze, PC 8.00 
As above, ox. CN 8.00 
ALASKAN COMM. REGION 
Map, flags, bronze 8.00 
ALASKA, GENERAL 
Map flanked by flags, North to the Future, 
aluminum 5.00 
Bear on map, Greatest Purchase Ever Made, 
brass 5.00 


POST-STATEHOOD “Good For” TOKENS 


ANCHORAGE 
Am. Fed. of Bld, Bingo Darts 50¢ brs 32mm 
As above, $5, brs 38.5mm 
Am. Legion, Post 28, 50¢, red Alum., 32mm 
As above, $5.00, blue Alum., 39mm 
Am. Legion, Post 1, 1 Drink, Brs., 34mm 
Am. Legion, Post 28, 1 drink, Alum., 34mm 
Anch. Shrine Circus, 25¢, Alum., 25.5mm 
Bingo Darts, 50¢, gold alum., 32mm 
As above, $5, brass, 38.5mm 
Chick N Burger, 25¢, alum., 22.5mm 
As above, 25¢, blue alum. 25.5mm 

“Glen Hwy also Seward Hwy” 

“Two Locations” 

“Palmer Hwy” 
CINA, 50¢, CN, 34mm 
Denali Bar, 70¢, no date, copper, 32mm 
As above, 1966 
As above, 1967 
International Liq. Store, 50¢, alum., 35mm 
Jungle Land Pet Shop, 50¢, 1969, alum. 35mm 
Kay’s Kitchen, $1, brass, 32mm 


38mm 

Moose Lodge 1534, 1969, $1, #’d brs 40mm 

As above, 1971 #’d 

As above, 1971 un-#’d 

N.F.B., 50¢, green alum., 32mm 

Nikko Garden, 1 drink, gold alum. 35mm 

Oriental Gardens, One Drink, 1967, brs 32mm 

The Pines, Trade Dollar, 1968, blackened steel 
or nickel, 32mm, #’d 

The Pines Liquor Store, 1969, 50¢, alum. 35mm 

The Pines, Apr. 9 1972, $1, white on black 
plastic, square, 28.5mm 

Pioneer Club, one drink, white on black plastic, 
square, 28.5mm 

Sourdough Bar, 25¢, brass, 28.5mm 

As above, 70¢, brass, 32mm 

Totem Coin Club, 50¢, 1974, grn alum 32mm 

As above, 50¢, 1974, CN, 34mm 

Wall’s Coins & Tokens, 15¢, brs. 17mm 

White Spot Cafe, $1, 1972, brs, 40mm 

Wiona’s Gift Shop, 25¢, alum. 34mm 


ANCHOR POINT 
Anchor River Inn, 75¢, brass, 34mm 


CIRCLE CITY 
Yukon Trading Post, $1, 1975, CN 40mm 


CORDOVA 

Chamber of Commerce, 8 bits, brs. 38mm 

Cordova Bar, one drink, white on red plas., 
31.5mm, holed. 


Malemute, Montana Club, Roaring 20’s, $1, brass, 


3.00 
6.00 
1.00 
1.00 
4.00 
3.00 
1.00 
2.00 
5.00 
3.00 


3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
5.00 


8.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
4.00 


5.00 
3.00 


3.00 


5.00 
4.00 
5.00 
2.00 
3.00 
5.00 
8.00 
4.00 


8.00 


5.00 


5.00 


3.00 
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FAIRBANKS 


Am. Legion Post 57, One Drink, 1988 brs.32mm_ 4.00 


As above, 1999, purple alum. 

As above, no date, brass, 25mm 

BPOE 1551(Elks) Bingo Darts, $5, brs38mm 

Casey’s Place, 25¢, brass, 23mm 

As above, silver colored 

Chamber of Commerce 1959 Trd $, nice 

As above, not so nice 

As above, really not so nice 

Chena View Hotel, One Dollar, brs 38mm 

Dictograph, $5, brass, 32mm 

Moose Lodge 1392, one drink, brs, 34mm 

As above, brz, 34mm 

North Star Car Wash, Wash & Wax, blk on blue 
plastic, 42mm 

Pier 1 Imports, 25¢, 1978, brs, 22.5mm 

Pioneer Hotel, One Dollar, 1976, brs 38mm 


FOX 
Turtle Club, 1 drink, blk on grn plas., 38mm 


GALENA 
Yukon Inn, 75¢, 1970, brs, 32.5mm 


HAINES 
Chamber of Comm., $1, 1979, brz., 35mm 


INDIAN 
Jim’s Saloon, | Drink, 1967PC, brs., 32mm 


KENAI 
Eadie’s Frontier, $1.50, 1973, brs, 32mm 
As above, $6, 1982, brs, 32mm 


KETCHIKAN 

Chamber of Comm., $2, 1970/71, CN 40mm 
Yukon Club, | Rainbird, brs 32mm 

Moose Lodge 224, $1, alum., 34mm 


KODIAK 
Village Bar, GF a snort, 1970, alum 22mm 


NOME 
McAlpines Fur Trd Post, $1, 1967, alum 35mm 
Bering Sea Saloon, one drink, brs 34mm 


PARKS HIWAY 
Skinny Dick’s, one drink, red alum, 39mm 
As above, one beer, alum, 39mm 


SEWARD 
Elks 1773, $1, 1967, brass, 32mm 
Palace Bar & Cafe, One drink, brs, 32mm 


3.00 
8.00 


15.00 
15.00 


5.00 
5.00 


Continued on page 50 


ALASKA SILVER MEDALS 
$25 each 


ALASKA PURCHASE CENTENNIAL: By the Phila- 
delphia Mint. Silver and bronze. 


ANCHORAGE: Fur Rendezvous. Your choice from the 
dates below: 
1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 
1978, 1979 
These include the brass medal, some pve problems. 


ANCHORAGE: Fur Rendezvous, silver only. Your choice 
from the dates below: 1987 1988 


ANCHORAGE: Pages of Progress, 1970, silver and 
bronze. 


ANCHORAGE: 1976 Bicentennial, silver and bronze. 


FAIRBANKS: Eskimo Olympics, silver and bronze, your 
choice: 1965 1966 1967 


FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Coin Club, silver and bronze. 
Your choice: 

(1972) Bob Bartlett 

1973 Austin Lathrop 

1974 Sidney Laurence 

1977 Charles & Anna Creamer 

1979 Andrew Nerland 

1980 James Wickersham 


FAIRBANKS: Pioneer Memorial Park, A67, 1967 silver 
& bronze. 


HOMER: Museum Centennial Souvenir, 1967 silver & 
bronze. 


MT. McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK: Souvenir Medal- 
lion, no date. 


NENANA VALLEY: Souvenir Dollar, 1972. 


SEWARD: Mt. Marathon Race, silver and bronze. Your 
choice: 1966 1967 


SEWARD: Silver Salmon Derby, 1968, silver and bronze 
SITKA: Trade Dollar, 1963 


NOTE: Some duplicates available. Most are sterling sil- 
ver. These are all less than | oz. 


SPECIAL: 10 or more - $22 each. 
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NORTH TO THE FUTURE 


The official Alaska Purchase Centennial medals in 
silver and bronze. The silver contains about 5.25 
troy ounces of silver (a little over, a little under). 


We used to sell them for $250 per set. Our special 
price is $130 for the set. 


Bronze are regularly $25, but we have too many - so 
$12 each. 


And if you purchase $100 of any other items from 
this issue, we will let you have one of the bronze 


for only $5, while supplies last. 


But wait, there’s more. ... oops. Guess not. 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 
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ALASWKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXIX, NO. 7, AUGUST, 2017. 


North of 60° ----- 


ALASKAN CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER TO 
BE HONORED ON DOLLAR COIN 


NA-2020-01 NA-2020-02 NA-2020-04 


NA-2020-05 NA-2020-06 NA-2020-07 NA-2020-08 


NA-2020-09 NA-2020-10 NA-2020-11 


Above are the designs submitted for the Alaska Anti-discrimination Law dollar coin to be 
issued in 2020. The Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee recommended design number 9. 
Design number 9 features a stylized Tlingit raven with a key, unlocking the door to equality. 


The Commission of Fine Arts recommended design number 6. Design number 6 was also 
preferred by Native American groups. This design features a portrait of Elizabeth Peratrovich 
and a Tlingit raven. Elizabeth Peratrovich was instrumental in the passage of Alaska’s anti- 
discrimination law of 1945, the first in the nation. 


One reason the CCAC does not care for design number 6 is that it would create a “two headed 
coin.” This design feature, however, did not stop other Native American dollars from featur- 
ing a portrait on the reverse. The best example of this is the 2017 dollar with a full portrait of 
Sequoyah. 


Only one of the proposed 11 designs mentions Alaska, and this should be added to whichever 


design is selected. Without this, most people in the other states will be asking “What anti- 
discrimination law? 1945?” 


continued on page 57 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


July just few by, and summer is winding down. Way 
to fast. The road trips I thought would happen in the 
last issue will not. Unfortunate. I was looking for- 
ward to them. 


The big news (obviously) is on the front page. Rarely 
does Alaska get in the spotlight on U.S. coins. I just 
hope they make the right choice (in my opinion) for 
the design. Sadly, the state quarter design selected 
was not the best. 


Thanks to Lee Poleske of Seward for providing a pair 
of news articles about the “semi-centennial” in 1917. 


I am please to announce that the 6th edition of my 
book “Striking Gold in Alaska, Making tokens from 
placer gold” should be available by the time you read 
this. Just waiting on the USPS to get them to me. 
See page 63. 


For the Record has a few neat items this issue. Doug 
Williams provided a couple interesting pieces from 
his sojourn “outside” this winter. And I don’t think I 
have ever seen a punch card key fob before! 


We have purchased a batch of Pioneers of Alaska | 
oz. silver medals. This is probably the best opportu- 
nity you will have to get these. Some only one in 
stock, others have duplicates. See page 62. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Club 25 encased cent 25.000B 
Brooks/Livengood, Liv. Inn, 25¢, B-2a 49.000B 
Chichigoff, Chichagoff Club, 12'2¢, B-1b 20.50 
Circle, Collins & Strait, 10¢, B-la 119.28 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12’2¢, B-2a 49.50BIN 
Nenana, Pioneers of AK, see page 61 750.000B 
Nome,B&M Cigars, 25¢, B-5b OB300.00NB 
Nome, The Columbia, | drink, B-17a OB125.00NB 
Nome, New Lincoln Bar, 50¢, B-36a 34.68 
Northern Commercial Co., “T”, B-3b OB300.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 26.00 
Selavik, Louis Rotman, 25¢-$1, set of 3, B-1_ 95.000B 
Tolovana, Harry Martin, 25¢, B-la 600.000B 
Wrangell, Ft. Wrangel Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a 75.000B 
Dawson, YT, B&M, 12'4¢, B-4a 47.64BIN 


(Dawson, YT): Palace Cigar Store, B-19.1a 100.000B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


I have taken the selected prices realized from eBay 
as reported in this newsletter. This is in the same 
format as in the newsletter. They are arranged alpha- 
betically and by Benice number so finding a token is 
easy. 


2016: These are priced at $5 for a mailed copy, and 
$3 for an emailed PDF. Almost 3 pages. 


2014-15: These are priced at $8 for a mailed copy, 
and $5 for an emailed PDF. 8% pages. 


PRICES REALIZED 1999-2013 is still 


available. This is in a condensed format without busi- 
ness name, but with town and Benice numbers. It is 
arranged in four columns per page and is 7 pages. 
This is available for $8 for a mailed copy, and $6 for 
an emailed PDF. 


Take all three for $18 mailed, or $12 emailed. 


These are great tools for bidding or appraising your 
collection. 


PERATROVICH, cont. 


Yy 
& ELIZABETH \ 4% 
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Design number 9 - CCAC preferred 


Further, it is only fitting that Mrs. Peratrovich be 
portrayed as she is on design number 6 in recogni- 
tion of the role she played in advancing this act. 


From what is written here, it is obvious that your 
editor prefers design number 6, and he will be advo- 
cating for that design. 


Now I just have to dig out the emails and mailing 
addresses for my Senators and Representative. 


1917 SEMI-CENTENNIAL 


Last issue I made mention of not much attention be- 
ing given to the 50th anniversary of the purchase of 
Alaska. Lee Poleske forwarded a couple items show- 
ing it was not overlooked, at least is Seward and Se- 
attle. 


From the Seward Daily Gateway, Oct. 11, 1917: 


ARCTIC CLUB WILL OBSERVE ALASKA DAY 
DOWN IN SEATTLE 


“Seattle, Oct. 8 (delayed). - A golden jubilee in honor of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the transfer of Alaska from Rus- 
sia to the United States, will be held by the Arctic Club on 
Alaska Day, Oct. 18th. The Arctic Club will hold open 
house all that day in honor of the event, with a banquet in 
the evening. A cordial invitation has been extended to all 
Alaskans to attend.” 


Further, from the Seward Daily Gateway, Oct. 13, 1917: 


ALASKA DAY IS TO BE CELEBRATED ON THURS- 
DAY, THE 18TH. 


“The Seward public school will celebrate Alaska Day, 
October 18, which is next Thursday. Miss Wallace, princi- 
pal, announced today that she had received telegraphic 
instructions from Commissioner of Education L.D. 
Henderson, who requested that all school superintendents, 
principals and teachers pay special attention this year to 
Alaska Day. 


“Commissioner of Education Henderson suggested that the 
teachers secure speakers to outline, the full meaning, in 
the light ofhistory, of the transferring of Alaska from Rus- 
sia to the United States, what it means to residents of the 
Territory to be a part of the United States, what America’s 
mission is in the world and what part each of us must take 
in a super-union democracy. * 


“On next Thursday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock the pupils of 
the high and grammar schools will assemble in the high 
school rooms. Judge W.H. Whittlesey will make the ad- 
dress of the afternoon and patriotic songs will be given by 
the students. 


“The actual transfer of Alaska from Russia to the United 
States took place at Sitka on October 18, 1867. At that 
time the flag of the Czar of Russia was lowered and the 
American flag was raised. The United States was repre- 
sented by General Rousseau of the regular army at the cer- 
emony.” 


*Note: U.S. entered World War I on April 6, 1917. 


of 


ASCE ALASKA SECTION 


American Society of Civil Engineers, Alaska Sec- 
tion, 1951-2001, 50 years of building the great land. 
ASCE - 150 years building a better world, 1852-2002. 
Bronze finish on unknown base metal, 76.5mm. 
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Tiffany & Joe, January 6, 2005. 1 oz. silver with gold 3 Million Ounces, employee “Thanks” medal. 1 oz. 


relief by Alaska Mint. 


URSA MAJOR DISTILLERY 


There are a number of 
distilleries popping up 
in the Fairbanks area. 
Ursa Major is on the 
Parks Highway just 
outside of Fairbanks. 


Currently, they are pro- 
ducing three products: 
Long Winter Vodka, 
Summer Harvest Gin, 
and Fairbanks Sour- 
dough Rum. 


The wooden token is 
printed black on wood. 
The reverse is blank. We 
are told that this is a drink 
token good at the distill- 
ery. 


POGO MINE 


Pogo Mine is near Delta Junction, about 100 miles 
east of Fairbanks. It is the second large hard rock 
mine in the Fairbanks area. It is an underground mine, 
whereas Ft. Knox, the other large hard rock mine, is 
open pit. 


We have friends and customers who work at Ft. Knox 
that keep us informed of any medals that are issued. 
Unfortunately, we do not have these kinds of con- 
tacts at Pogo. 


We were happy to find this piece listed on ebay. 


silver with gold relief by Alaska Mint. 
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PALE GREEN STARS 


OBVERSE COMMON REVERSE 
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We purchased another dealer’s token and medal in- 
ventory this summer. That is where a lot of the mod- 
ern medals that we have been offering came from. 
Also included were three dies, shown below (this is 
what real dies look like!). These were used to mint 
1/20 oz. silver tokens, shown in the right column. 
The Alaska map die was paired with the Alaska- 
Dragon die and the yin-yang die. 


Actual size 


We have a limited number of these (two different) 


and they are $10 each. They are packaged as you see 
at the top of the page, shown actual size. 


Weare also pressing 1/10 oz. silver tokens from these 
dies with our 1/10 oz. silver reverse. The photo in 
the right column shows the 1/10 oz. die balanced on 
top of one of the dies shown above (in the screw 
press). 


These are available for $5 each postpaid. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


ONE 
FREE DRINK 
FOR A 
SPECIAL 
CUSTOMER 


' THE TROPHY 
LODGE 


DELTA JUNCTION 
ALASKA 


ne ’ . is PETERSBURG: Lodge No. 262. Masonic admit- 
DELTA JUNCTION: The Trophy Lodge, One free tance medal for Lawrence Westre, E.A. (Entered Ap- 
drink for a special customer. White on red plastic, prentice) 10-12-55; F.C. (Fellow Craft) 2-16-56; 
39mm. M.M. (Master Mason) 3-29-56. Odd, as a google 
ae ‘Se . search shows the Petersburg Lodge as No. 23. (sub- 

mitted by J.D. Williams). 


DILLINGHAM: Willow Tree Inn, 25¢ in trade. 
Looks like zinc, 25mm (submitted by J.D. Williams). 


ELMENDORF (AFB): 
e Plastic tag for keys, etc. 

ELMENDORF White on green plastic, : 

28.5mm flat to flat, 30.5mm S$HEMYA: Club 365. Poker chip style. Perhaps used 

Gj 4 Y point to point. as a poker chip or a drink token. Gold on white plas- 


tic, with dragon border, 39mm. 


One Punch with a Fill up of at least 
10 Gallons. When card is Completed, 
it is good for $20.00 towards any 
Automotive Service we perform. 


2529 South Cushman Fairbanks. Alaska 


NAME 


30 29 28 27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 


buy nine of these: 
| f 
12 


a 
youneT eleven 


FAIRBANKS: Big Bend Chevron. A punch card 
key fob, good for $20 towards service. Dark blue on 
white plastic, 100 x 51mm without split ring. 


(WHITEHORSE): Midnight Sun Coffee Roasters, 
Prepaid Coffee Card, buy 9, get 11, $1 off your next 
card when this card is full. Black on white card, 
50mm by 89mm (submitted by Jim Robb). 


18 | off Your next card when This card is full 
www.yukoncoffee.com 
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PAPER POTPOURRI 
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KODIAK, ALASKA 


HOME OF THE 
COTTONTAIL GIRLS 


KODIAK: Tony’s, Home of the Cottontail Girls. Front is black on white. Back is green on white. When 
folded, it looks like a $10 bill. 76mm by 69mm. 
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NENANA: Nenana Money, Nenana Igloo No. 17, Pioneers of Alaska, April 1, 1922. The front has dark 
green printing over a pea green/yellow underprint. The back has dark green printing over a lighter green 
underprint. Removed from a photo album, black paper still adhering. Actual size 180mm by 76mm 
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PIONEERS OF ALASA I OZ. SIEVER MEDALS 


1978, Fairbanks - Silver and bronze. Stored in a foam 
backed case, so one side on each is less than perfect 
- $30. 


| 


> c 2004, Juneau - $3 
1996, Anchorage - $35 2005, Palmer - $35 


1997, Ketchikan - $32 


2006, Anchorage - $35 


1998, Dawson, YT and Fairbanks - $35 2009, Fairbanks - $35 
1999, Nome - $35 _ 


Common Reverse 


2000, Sitka - $35 1996 to 2000 by Alaska Mint 

2001, Valdez - $35 2001 to 2002 by Evergreen Mint 
2003 has no edge marking 
2004-2009 only has metal statement. 


Prices are postpaid. 
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STRIKING GOLD 


IN ALASKA | smapcrucgnt? 


Making tokens from placer gold 


6TH EDITION 
The cover is the same, but it is enlarged and ex- “ 
panded! 


This 6th edition is 9 inches by 6 inches (enlarged), 
and 221 pages (expanded). 


In the two years since the 5th edition, there are 17 
new sources of gold (27 vs. 44). Most have informa- 
tion from USGS reports about the location. 


I finally found the photo I have been looking for since 
the Ist edition, and it is included. 


Several improved techniques are noted. New “on 
site” mintings are included. Private commissions 
are exposed for the first time. Dick Hanscom 
The new chapter this edition is on the Bechtler gold 
coins of North Carolina, the site of America’s first 
gold rush. Through the courtesy of Dr. Donald 
Kagin, we have a short history of these fascinating coins. 


Be the first on your block to get the 6th edition and keep your set complete. - $18 postpaid via media mail, 
$22 postpaid via priority mail.. 


What, you don’t have editions 1 to 5? A very limited number of sets from edition 1 to edition 5 are available 
for $32 postpaid. Editions 4 and 5 have articles that are not found in the other editions 


TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, GOLD DUST & BINGLES 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color with text printed yel- 
low on black. The paper bound edition is available for $33 by priority mail. 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are available for $70 via 
priority mail. The hard bound copies feature a few color pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal Skins, Gold Dust & 
Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting in Alaskan numismat- 


” 


ics. 
“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numismatics.” 
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ALASWAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


See page 70 


Ny POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXIX, NO. 8, SEPT/OCT. 2017. 


MEDALS BY ALASKA RARE COINS 


Since 1984, four years before we merged Numismatic Services of Alaska with Alaska 
Rare Coins, we were having medals made. 


Our first was for the 25th Anniversary of statehood. This is one of at least 12 different 
medals to honor Alaska Statehood. anes aa 
This was followed by many more. 4 ~ Z 


Most of our medals feature our 
Denali reverse. The University of 
Alaska medals have the University 
seal on the reverse. 


Several of these medals were made 
for private customers for their own use. We did not have any available to sell to our 
customers. Every once in a while, we purchase one of these over the counter. Some 
have disappeared from our memory, and this listing will serve as a record so we do not 
forget them again. 


Mintages and varieties are given where known. 
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25th Anniversary of Statehood, 1984 
50 numbered, 1-50 $60 
approximately 1385 unnumbered $35 


In 1984, President Reagan and Pope John Paul II crossed paths in Fairbanks. 


President/Pope Visit, 1984 
50 numbered, 1-50 
2700 unnumbered $35 


These are still in stock, and we sell a dozen or so each summer to tour groups of people 
from Poland and of Polish decent. 


continued on page 66 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Summer is over, and fall is here. 


This month we are presenting all the medals that we 
have had made. Some have faded completely from 
our memory. Fortunately, we have a few records, 
and the dies to fall back on. Some of the illustrations 
are from lead or silicone die proofs. We don’t even 
have a sample for our files! 


Those that are available will have a price in bold let- 
tering. No price = not available. 


This issue contains the Alaska lots from our October 
21 auction. Please take a look and see if there is 
anything you would like to bid on. 


I will be traveling so may not be in to take your or- 
ders. Call or email, and Jerry will keep track and I 
will take care of them when I get back. 


My wife and I will be in the UK for three weeks. I 
will go to CoinEx (their big coin show) in London 
the first weekend, visit Dave the Moneyer in 
Lincolnshire, a Roman gold mine in Wales, and fi- 
nally the Token Congress in Warrick the last week- 
end. Between these things, Jan will be dragging me 
from one castle to the next museum to the next ruin. 
All this while driving on the wrong side of the road. 


The next issue will be about the first of November. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Douglas, Northern, 6'4¢, B-28a 280.00 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Wells, Paul LaPlante B-46c —------- 
Kodiak, Helsel Photo, brass claim check 105.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 102.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, B-1b 249.950B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8a 61.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 32.56 
Snug Harbor, $1.25 Box Clams, B-2a 62.00 
AYPE, encased cent, round 25.000B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


BRASS MEDALS 


TT 


DISCOVERY OF PRUDHOE BAY FIELD, 1968- 
2008, 40th Anniversary. ExxonMobile, BP, Conoco 
Phillips, Chevron. Brass, 39mm. $12.00 


TEAM ALASKA: Courage, One team, One actively 
caring community; Humility, Share your stories, Keep 
them alive. Brass, 39mm. $12.00 
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ARC MEDALS y cont. 


The state of Alaska purchased the Alaska Railroad 
from the Federal Government in 1985. 


Alaska Railroad Purchase, 1985 
2,000 numbered $45 

200-300 unnumbered 

48 gold numbered, non-sequential 


The die engraver decided to change the artwork (and 
the species) of the mammoth for this medal. Our ini- 
tial order for this medal was produced with the first 
die. 


University of Alaska Woolly Mammoth (1986) 
University reverse (see the next medal) 
#501-791 from incorrect dies (291) 

#792-1799, 1900-1999 corrected dies (917) $45 
39 gold numbered, non-sequential 


University of Alaska Riverboat Nenana (1988) 
#1-400; 550-599; 1101-1200; 1900-1949; 600-699 
total of 700. $45 

20 gold numbered, non-sequential 
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Festival Fairbanks (1989) 
#1-400 


Alaska Highway/Lend Lease, 1992 (1991) 

Three different: the first had a smooth road. It did 
not look like a road. The second had squiggly lines, 
making it look like a river. The third is a totally new 
die, with “passing” markings on the highway. 


#1, plain road (450 mintage) 


Moca Tmt 
> Lica 


Qs’ 


GSE ES 


#3, road with dash markings. 
3450 total mintage $35 


ARC MEDALS y cont. 


rai 


University of Alaska Alumni Medal (1992) 


= 2,000 authorized 
Transportation Medal (1991) #1-200 


1200 (+?) Still in production $45 #1901-2000 
300 total 


300 100 (numbered?, unnumbered?) 
—— . : #101-350 


ieee : 
El Sombrero (1991) 
2??? 


—— 
Zag TORS Bas 
Ce ep ONSORED 
BY 


PROSPECTOR APPAREL 


SPORTING GOODS 
PAR 4 FAMILY FUN CENTER 
TWISTED STITCHES 
ALASKA RARE COINS 


Greyhound Lounge/Silver Spur Nite Club (1991) 


22? Alaska Prospector Baseball Club 
Alaska Mint Gold panner obverse 
1995 -50 numbered $45 
1996 -31 numbered $45 
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ARC MEDALS y cont. 


<P iS = Gold Dredge #8/2002 Fairbanks Centennial 


Golden Heart Billiken Club, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Alaska Transportation reverse 
#1-100 


300 unnumbered 


UAF Rifle Team 
#1-100 $45 
100 unnumbered 


Alaska Highway, undated 
Still in production. $45 


Chamber of Commerce Military Appreciation 
158? unnumbered 


Alyeska Pipeline Club 
1,000 unnumbered 


“400 ° 


‘2 Vi 
is CENTENNIAL GAME 


JUNE 21, 2006 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 


N ALABKA GOLDFPANNERS 
, OF FAIRBANKS 4 
~~ 


Goldpanners - Midnight Sun Baseball Game 


Brina Kessel Medal 5005-150 immumberad 


about 15 struck 
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ARC EE DAL 9 cont. 


Golde - - Midnight Sun Baseball Game 
2006 - 250 unnumbered 


Alaska Quarter Medal With Alaska state quarter 
or Denali Park quarter. 
100+ $45 each 


SS 
Chamber of Commerce Military Appreciation II 


GEOCOIN 


This neat geocoin (for geocaching) recently appeared 
on eBay with “Bear Island” in the title. Bear Island 
is an island between Norway and Svalbard (Spitz- 
bergen). Multicolored enamel with polar bear, wal- 
tus, fox and seal, with a ship in the center. Size not 
known. 


NATIVES FIND MARKETS 
IN FAR NORTH TRADE 
SYSTEM 


Ed. Note: I know I am going to hate myself in the 
morning for printing this. 


From the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Nov. 13, 1963 


“if it weren’t for the services of Traders, Inc. which 
provides other goodies to help pass away the long 
winter hours. 


“Founded by Robert F. Caldwell and John Mawson 
some 13 years ago, this outfit has expanded services 
and helped finance Eskimo-owned stores in remote 
villages ranging as far north as Point Barrow. 


“At first they just supplied the small stores, then ex- 
panded to buy native products and market 
them...prevailed upon the government to match the 
$150,000 in funds to establish the Traders Investment 
Co., which now finances the founding of new, lo- 
cally owned posts. 


“Alaskan headquarters are in Bethel where a ware- 
house is filled by two ships which call there annu- 
ally. Here they land enough supplies to last some 20 
stores a whole year, and also bring out the native skins 
and other exports which are in turn sold throughout 
the world. 


“How far this civilization reaches may be seen by 
the fact that the company has also brought trading 
stamps to the small villages. Called “Blue Stamps,” 
a book is exchangeable for $2 in merchandise.” 


The reason I am running this is because of the men- 
tion of a trading medium - the blue stamps. 


Why I will hate myself in the morning is because 
this will stir up the possibility that the Rutlader to- 
kens could be from Alaska. The article is edited, but 
the only names mentioned are those above. 


I still believe that the Rutlader tokens are not from 
Alaska. However, here is a chance for someone with 
more time and resources than I to prove me wrong. 
Find a Rutlader positively connected with this busi- 
ness and I will be convinced. 


69 


ONE OUNCE ce 


ALYESKA PIPELINE SERVICE COMPANY, 20 
Years (pipeline makes the 2, the oil tank the Zero, 
years on the pipe), 1977-1997. Reverse: Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline System, MP 737 (serial number). Only one 
we have seen in 20 years! 1 oz. silver with gold re- 
lief. $45.00 


ARCO ALLIANCE/VECO, 1999, 1 year, 0 LTAs 
(lost time accidents). One ounce silver, $35.00 


FAIRBANKS: Tanana Lodge #3, 1908-2008 Cen- 
tennial, Tanana 162/3 (see next column). Nice view 
of the original Masonic Temple on First Ave. and the 
new Masonic Lodge on Noble St. $45.00 


ALASKA RAILROAD ARTIST SERIES, 1991. 
Slightly scuffed. $35.00 


WHY MASONIC LODGE NUMBERS 
CHANGED IN ALASKA 


In the August 2017 issue of the ATC&PN your edi- 
tor questioned why a 1955 Masonic medal from Pe- 
tersburg would bear Lodge Number 262 when an 
internet search showed the Petersburg Lodge to be 
Number 23. The answer lies in the history of Ma- 
sonic Lodges in Alaska. During Territorial days and 
the first couple of decades of statehood Alaska did 
not have its own Grand Lodge and therefore all Ma- 
sonic Lodges in Alaska were organized under the aus- 
pices of and numbered by the Grand Lodge of Wash- 
ington (State). In the early 1980s the majority of 
Alaska Lodges voted to organize their own Grand 
Lodge and with the establishment of the Grand Lodge 
of Alaska new lodge numbers were assigned based 
on seniority. Number | was assigned to the oldest 
lodge in Alaska (White Pass at Skagway which was 
formerly Lodge 113) and so on. Initially, the Lodges 
in Southeast Alaska remained with the Grand Lodge 
of Washington, but as year went by joined the Grand 
Lodge of Alaska. Two lodges in Juneau, numbers 
124 and 147 combined to join as Lodge 21. Peters- 
burg Lodge 262 was the last to join the Grand Lodge 
of Alaska and was assigned Lodge Number 23. With 
the advent of the internet, many fraternal organiza- 
tions have seen their membership erode, as more and 
more persons socialize on the internet, and in person 
meetings have become less important to the younger 
generation. Overall membership in Masonic Lodges 
in Alaska has dropped by more than 50% since 1980, 
and some lodges have been dissolved with Peters- 
burg Lodge 23 being dissolved in 2016 and its assets 
transferred to the Grand Lodge of Alaska. In its early 
years Petersburg No. 262 was a robust lodge with 
over 150 members which meant about 10% of the 
population of Petersburg were members. 


HELSEL PHOTO 


We have seen this before, but it has not been in the 
newsletter. Probably a claim check. Brass, 32mm 
(submitted by J.W. Terrill). 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


OCTOBER 21, 2017 


Bids accepted until Noon, October 21 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone- 907-452-6461 By email - akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed on line at: www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS, MEDALS & ALASKANA ESTIMATE 


242 Alaska Tokens, Alakanuk: Alstrom Trading Co., set of 6 tokens; 25¢, 50¢, $1, $5, $10 and $20, B-1 

a-f. All are nice AU except the 25¢ which is XF but bent. Alstrom also issued tokens in Kwiguk. 6 pcs. 85.00 
243 Alaska Tokens, Juneau: Imperial Cigar Store 6'4¢, B-29a and Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a. Both are 

AU and show original luster. Two pieces. 40.00 
244 Alaska Tokens, Kwiguk: Alstrom. A set of 6 tokens; 25¢, 50¢, $1, $5, triangular $10 and red fiber $10, 

B-1, a-f. The three lower denominations are in wretched condition as usual. A village in the Yukon 


delta, now known as Emmonak. Set of 6 tokens. 85.00 
245 Alaska Tokens, Mountain Village: Sheppard Trading Co., set of 6 tokens; 25¢, 50¢, $1, $5, $10 and 

$20, B-1, a-f, all XF or better. Six pieces. 90.00 
246 Alaska Tokens, Nome: Polet Stores, set of four fiber tokens; 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and $1, B-41, b,d,fand i. All 

near mint state. Four pieces. 45.00 
247 Alaska Tokens, Noorvik: Noorvik Cooperative Store, set of 6 tokens; 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢, $1 and $5, B-1 

a-f. All XF or better except the $5 which is Fine or better. Six pieces. 100.00 
248 Alaska Token, Valdez: (Copper Block) Buffet, 12'4¢ in trade, B-4b, VF, a bit rough. “Native Copper 

from Valdez, Alaska” with harbor scene. One of the most popular tokens. 40.00 


249 “Wings of Iditarod 1987,” 1 oz. silver bar. A plane on skis is depicted, and the legend “Alaska Bush 
Pilots.” The 1049 Club, Mile (serial number) 0120. This is the second earliest Iditarod medal or bar 
that we know of. We have seen these offered on eBay for $150. 100.00+ 


RREERRRRRRRRERRERERERERERRERRRRRERERERERERERRRRRRRERRRRR 


250 Nyac, Alaska 1 oz. Gold Medal, 1976. The obverse has a map of Alaska showing the location of Nyac 
and the legend “Sourdough Centennial, 1976.” The reverse has a nice view of a bucket line on a gold 
dredge with the metal statement. Not bright and shiny, it has a very flat finish. This is #94 of 1,000 
(it is unlikely that that many were minted). It includes the original paperwork signed by the company 
president. More than 40 years old, we just don’t see these very often. 1,800.00 


RRERRRRRRRRERRERERERERRERRERRRRRERERERERRRRERRRRRERRRRR 


251 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1989. This was the first year for the State’s medal program. 
Unlike today the designs for the silver and gold medals were different with an Inupiaq and Big 
Dipper depicted on the obverse. Only 217 were minted and it is very rare today to see them. This is 


a very nice BU specimen. 250.00 
252 State of Alaska 1/20 oz. Gold Medal, 2005. This year depicts the Sitka deer on the obverse and only 

80 were minted 125.00 
253 Alaska Railroad 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1992. This series started in 1990 and these early issues are not 

easy to find. 1,500 were struck in 1992 of which this is #750. An older diesel engine is depicted. 100.00 
254 Alaska Railroad 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1998. The mintage for this year climbed to 2,500 probably because 

the obverse depicted an old engine circa 1920. 75.00 
255 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medals, 1999 and 2000. This popular series started in 1989. For both 1999 and 

2000, the mintages were limited to 3,000 for each year. Includes original packaging. Two pieces. 150.00 


256 University of Alaska Rifle Team 1 oz. Silver Medal, 2000. After UAF’s National Championship, 200 
silver medals were created of which 100 were numbered, this being #82. A rifle along with UAF’s logo 
is on the obverse along with the years National Championships were achieved. The seal of the Univer- 
sity is on the reverse. A scarce medal in original packaging. 50.00+ 
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OCTOBER 21, 2017 AUCTION, cont. ESTIMATE 


257 Pioneers of Alaska 1 oz. Silver Medals. The Pioneers of Alaska have annual conventions and recently 
they have been issuing | oz. silver medals. All have the logo of the PofA on the reverse - a pioneer 
pulling a sled. We offer the 2003 (Kenai/Homer), 2004 (Juneau) and 2006 (Palmer) medals here. 
The 2003 has no metal statement, but the other two are edge marked. These have received an epoxy 


coating on both sides to protect them for jewelry wear, giving them a gold tone. Three pieces. 75.00+ 
258 Anchorage 1 oz. silver medal. An Alaska Mint medal featuring the Anchorage skyline on the obverse 

and the state seal on the reverse. These retail for around $80. 50.00 
259 Iditarod Sled Dog Race Buttons. Included are: (6) 1981, (6) 1982, (9) 1983, (5) 1984, (5) 1985 and 

(1) 1989. Also included are (2) Iditarod Nome buttons, no date. 34 buttons total. 150.00+ 


260 Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race Pins & Buttons. Pins include: 1986, (2) 1987, 1989, 

1990, (3) 1991, (3) 1992, 1994 and (1) undated. Buttons include: 1984 (first year and very scarce), 

1985, 1991, (4) 1992, 1999, 2002 and undated “Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race. 20 pcs. 150.00+ 
261 Fairbanks Outboard Association Yukon 800 Marathon Pins. We rarely see these. Included here are 

(2) 1987, 1990 and (2) 1995. This is a riverboat race from Fairbanks to Galena and back. Five pins. 50.00+ 
262 Fairbanks Sterling Silver Spoon. Great riverfront scene. If you put it next to a photo, you could ident- 

ify the businesses! The back of the handle has a mining scene, gold pan, pick and shovel and miner in 

parka. Really, it does not get any better than this. ASW is .68 troy ounces. 100.00 
263 Alaska, America’s Last Frontier. Small base metal tray, 125mm by 85mm. Flowers around the edge, 

dog team in the center. Well used, and wear apparent. This would be a “nothing” item but for the 

marking on the back; “Made in Occupied Japan” which dates it to 1945 to 1952. Highly collectible 

across many areas. 25.00+ 
264 Alaska Book: Klondyke Souvenir published by H.J. Goetzman, Dawson, Y.T., 1901. Unpaginated (90 

pages), all photos, about 11.75 inches by 9 inches. A great documentation of Dawson City and the 

surrounding gold fields. This copy is in nice condition. The spine is splitting at top and bottom but not 

as bad as it sounds. There are some stray pencil markings. 225.00 
265 Alaska Book: From the Top of the World to You, KFAR, 1939, large 14 inches by 11 inches. 64 pages 

of photos, maps and charts. Much about Fairbanks, mining, transportation and more. Information on 

gold, copper, tin, platinum and other mining. This is one of the coolest publications I have seen. The 

photos are supplemented with drawings by T.R. Lambert and Eustace P. Ziegler. Now the bad news. 

The cover is detached, corners of the pages are bent. But none of this affects the contents, some of 

which are suitable for framing. 25.00+ 
266 Alaska Travel Brochure by the Northern Pacific Railway. This is really a neat brochure with great 

black and white photos on nearly every page. It is undated (perhaps 1930s), but when printed, Ketch- 

ikan was Alaska’s largest city with a population of 6,000! Excellent condition but for a small tear 

and crease on the back cover. 35.00 
267 Arctic Circle Certificate. Certifies that the recipient has crossed the Arctic Circle on Wien Alaska 

Airlines, 1947, landed at Pt. Barrow, Alaska. The pilot was William H. Smith, and witnesses were Sig 

Wien and Robert G Shelton. Predominantly printed in green and dark blue on white paper. Framed 

15 3/4 inches by 12 5/8 inches but no glass. We have seen more modern certificates, but this is the 

earliest seen. Flying across the Arctic Circle is common place now, not so much in the 1940s! Period 

artwork adds to the appeal. 75.00 
268 Alaska Book: Reaching for a Star, the final campaign for Alaska Statehood by Gerald E. Bowkett, 

1989. Inscribed by the author to Lael Morgan (well known Alaska author), and by the late Senator 

Ted Stevens. Excellent condition. A neat piece of Alaska history. 50.00 
269 Alaska Books/Fairbanks Author: Two children’s books by Jo Anne Wold: Tell them my name is 

Amanda and Well! Why didn’t you say so? Until these came in with a collection, we had never 

heard of them. Jo Anne Wold is best known for the book This Old House, and we will throw in a 

copy of that also. 3 books, all signed. 60.00+ 
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North of 60° ----- 


FIRE EXPLODES 
THROUGH NORDALE 
HOTEL 


From the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, February 23 to 25, 1972. 


Fire roared 
through the land- 
mark Nordale Ho- 
tel here Tuesday 
night, forcing 
some occupants 
to leap to safety 
from second and 
third story win- 
dows. At least 11 
persons were in- 
jured - including 
two firemen - as 
the historic Sec- 
ond Avenue hotel 
was destroyed by 
a blaze officials 
said began from a 


cigarette in a first 


WALL BUCKLES—Front wall of the Nordale Hotel fire contained. Front wall did fall into Second Avenue 
floor room. Some begins to buckle and firemen’s streams continue to keep about 1 a.m, but no one wasinjured. (Staff photo) 


44 persons regis- 
tered at the hotel have been accounted for Official estimates say possibly 50 may have been 
registered. The hotel register was lost in the flames. 


About 100 firemen from all area fire departments fought the stubborn blaze for about three 
hours before bringing it under control. The front of the wooden building collapsed into 
Second Ave. about 1:30 a.m., but no one was injured. 


The alarm was reported to Fairbanks police and fire authorities at 9:13 p.m., but by that time 
the flames were already out of control. Witnesses reported seeing persons hanging from the 
second and third story windows in an attempt to escape. At least one person was seen to drop 
from a third story window to the ground below. 


Also destroyed in the blaze, which sent flames a hundred feet into the air and dumped ash 
over most of downtown, were Martin Victor Furs, Nordale Barber Shop and the Alaska In- 
surance Agency. 


Martin Victor, owner of the fur store destroyed in the flames and collapse of tons of rubble 
into his shop, told the Daily News-Miner today he had just received a shipment of new furs. 
“We just received a big shipment,” he said. “I suppose our total loss will run about $60,000.” 


Two other business firms were destroyed in he fire, the Nordale Barber Shop, operated by 
continued on page 75. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


We (my wife and I) are back from the UK. It was a 
very enjoyable trip. Over two weeks of driving around 
the north of England and Wales, sandwiched between 
weekends at CoinEx (a coin show in London) and 
the Token Congress in Warwick. 


In London, we visited Tower Castle, site of the Tower 
Mint. Now, with a name like Tower Mint, one would 
expect it to be in the Tower. That was not the case. It 
was housed along the outside wall of the castle. There 
was a very nice, but small display of minting imple- 
ments and coins. The “White Tower,” in the center 
of the castle gives the Tower name to the whole castle, 
the “Tower of London.” 


Leaving London, we took the train to Stratford-upon- 
Avon to pick up our rental car. We drove up to 
Metheringham to meet Dave Greenhalgh, aka Dave 
the Moneyer. He makes tokens that resemble ancient 
to medieval coins. Not only a moneyer, he is a per- 


former as a moneyer in many renaissance fairs and 
historical demonstrations. He will be featured in the 
7th edition of my “Striking Gold in Alaska” book, 
should I do a 7th edition. For a better idea of what he 
does, see his website at www.grunal.com 


After years of corresponding, I finally met Bob Lyall. 
Bob has done three articles for the newsletter: (2) on 
Falkland Island tokens and another on a Klondyke 
token from Floriana, Malta. We stopped by his home 
in Warrington and went to the local pub for fish and 
chips. We would see Bob again at the Token Con- 


gress. 


In Wales we visited the Dolaucothi gold mine, which 
dates back to Roman times. Our tour guide berated 
the “pesky Romans” for stealing all the Welsh gold. 


We then visited our exchange student, Lucy, in 


continued on page 79 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


— —=— 


Anchorage, Native Gold & Copper, no nugget 


29.88 
Fairbanks, Pioneer WellS, LaPlante, B-46c 1,050.00* 
Ft. Yukon, Fort Yukon Hotel, 25¢, b-4a 12.75BIN 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, B-32b 9.990B 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, One Far, B-T4a 16.07 
Ladd AFB, Officers Club, poker chip, yellow 15.56 
Ladd AFB, Officers Club, poker chip, purple 17.75 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 20.000B 
Nome, Nome Novelty, 25¢, B-38a 150.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 30.000B 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, (8) 10¢, B-14a 100.00 
Dawson, YT, B&M, 12'2¢, B-4a 85.00 
Whitehorse, YT, Alguire, 25¢, B-la 59.950B 
Whitehorse, TDP, 50¢, B-7b 12.73 
Whitehorse, TDP, $1, B-7c 11.91 
Tierra del Feugo, Ist & 2nd Arg., Peso, black 522.00 
AYPE, encased cent, horseshoe 28.00 
AYPE, encased cent, round, NGC-62 152.50 


*illustrated last month 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


NORDALE FIRE, cont. 


Aaron D. Davis, and the Alaska Insurance Agency, 
operated by State Sen. John Butrovich. 


HOSTESS EVA McGOWN AMONG HOTEL’S 
MISSING 


Listed among the missing in the aftermath of the 
Nordale Hotel fire is 87-year-old Eva McGown, 
Fairbanks’ official hostess. Mrs. McGown was a 
resident of the Nordale and reports placed here ei- 
ther in or near the building at the time the fire broke 
out. 


Mrs. McGown has long been one of Fairbanks’ most 
honored citizens. 


On a cold day in February of 1914, she boarded a 
stage coach at Chitina and traveled to Fairbanks. On 
the day she arrive, February 26, she married Arthur 
McGown, then a partner in the former Model Cafe. 
Her husband died years ago but Mrs. McGown con- 
tinued to make her home in Fairbanks. 


In 1970, Mrs. McGown was the recipient of the 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce’s highest honor - 
the George Nehrbas award, given to citizens who have 
distinguished themselves as outstanding volunteer 
workers. She was the first woman to receive that 
honor. 


Mrs. McGown has occupied her room at the Nordale 
for more than 20 years. 


8 FEARED DEAD IN NORDALE FIRE 


Officials fear at least eight persons have perished in 
the Tuesday blaze that swept the historic Nordale 
Hotel in downtown Fairbanks. Fairbanks Police Chief 
Robert Sundberg today listed eight persons officially 
unaccounted for. All were registered at the Nordale 
Hotel: Sven Thorp, Helen Langton, Eva McGown, 
Connie Stevens, Jerry Stevens, a Mr. Kurd, Earl 
Simpson and Lt. Larry Oovi. 


When asked about the dollar loss of the Nordale, the 
(Fire) chief said: “It wasn’t worth 50 cents, in my 
opinion. I’m sure the owners will disagree, but that 
building wasn’t worth anything.” 


Arnold Nordale, president of the Nordale Corpora- 


v2 


tion which owned the historic hotel, placed the value 
of the building at about $750,000... but “the loss will 
be much greater than the insurance coverage.” He 
said, ironically, that a portion of the firm’s insurance 
was carried by Alaska Insurance Agency, one of the 
businesses destroyed in the fire. 


The 112-room Nordale as initially built just after the 
turn of the century and operated as E.R. People Mer- 
cantile Co. It was converted into a hotel in 1923, 
according to Nordale. 


we ke Fk RK 


A nice article by Dermot Cole about the Nordale Ho- 
tel was published in “4A Walking Tour of Fairbanks. 
It is featured on page 238 of our book “TJinnahs & 
Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles. \n that article, Mr. 
Cole states that the death toll from the fire was four. 


Prior to being in Fairbanks, Nordale was in Dawson 
and Cleary. He was burned out at Cleary in 1907 and 
opened in Fairbanks in 1908. This hotel burned down 
in 1923. The tokens probably date to this hotel. 


The this Nordale Hotel was not rebuilt. A parking 
lot occupies its location between 2nd and 3rd Ave. 


On the first page of the June issue, we featured a 
letterhead from the Nordale Hotel dated 1917 (the 
letter was dated 1914). Below is a letterhead of a 
more recent vintage. The image shown is found in 
the upper left corner of the sheet. 


Nordale Hotel 


Fairbanks,Alaska 


NENANA 1923 


Ads from token issuers, Nenana News, July 1923. 
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| Heal ly River 


ALFRED J. GHEZZI Coal 


ch accel Corporation 
Benice 3 Alfred J. Ghezzi 
<— <— 
ST : PHONE YOUR ORDERS 
E _ TO THE ° 


ALL TRAILS LEAD TO 


The Portland 


Tobacco Stationery Candies 


RAILROAD CIGAR STORE 


Lees ea SAR! 


Benice 6.1 Railroad Cigar Store (The 
Railroad?) 


ice Cream--Soft Drinks 


NENANA ALF EKELAND 


MIMI LLL 


TIPE LLU Le CULE 
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Benice 6 The Portland 
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MATCHBOOKS FROM TOKEN ISSUERS 


ONIMIBLS 2098 YIAOD S019 


WSU TY “JOVHOHONY 
= ay rt co 


BERT'S DRUG STORE 


ANCHORASE, AUABIE 
> 
iP) Ake NU Ud NYS 
VA TVSEIAINA 


ANCHORAGE: Bert’s 
Drug Store, B-8. 


ONIMIHIS 7140498 HIAO) 36 


WL9 Boyd $29 
LHSIN AFAR 
WHISSHOHO NY HLIM 
ONIONWG AOTNS 


JUNEAU, ALASKA 


Props. 
Haloff-Botagov-Kardanoff 


ee MM 


JUNEAU: Occidental 
Cocktail Bar, B-55. 


ASS VT Sh 
sunginyy watlouT, 


| 
4 


TT 
SOURDOUGH 


ne BAR 


Al Peake & eld Grasser 


Re PRE, Alaska cd 


ANCHORAGE: Sour- 
dough Cocktail Bar, B-35 


Mito FOR OHIO SUPPIY CO, SPRINGFIELD, O 
@YMATCH CORP OF AMERICA—CHICAGQ 


KETCHIKAN 
AERIE No, 162 


Ketchikan, Alaska 


SEE THE COUPON 
INSIDE COVER 


CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING 


KETCHIKAN: F.O.E. 
Aerie 162, B-14. 


CLUB BAR 


BILLIARDS - CARDS 
LIQUORS 


CORDOVA, ALASKA 


CORDOVA: 
B-8. 


‘doig ‘SY1DNO “O37 
69 - Uosipew ‘euoyg 


JYIHMANV dIHS 3M 


asioy Jonbi] piemas 


MEET YOUR FRIENDS 
AT THE 


PIONEER 
CLUB 
LEO. DOUGLAS, Prop. 


SEWARD, ALASKA 
Taxi Phone Adams-119 


CLOSE COVER BEFORE. STRIKING 


SEWARD: 
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Club Bar, 


Pioneer 
Club, Leo Douglas, B-10. 


wens power 
O1MS "HAM OMBOVA “OD HSAVW OO BHA 


AWOW WATT | 
MEANS TO HAVE A 
SATISFIED CUSTOMER | 


CLOSE COVER BEFORE STRIKING 
CORDOVA: Ross 
Wog’s, B-34. 


VALDEZ: The Pinzon, 
B-16. 


by David Phillips 
3 Barons Renaissance Fair woods 


About 3 years ago, I became aware of a wood produced 
for and issued by the 3 Barons Renaissance Fair (Anchor- 
age). Then, again this year (2017) I became aware of an- 
other wood or woods from the Fair... 


So, to get the “whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” I 
contacted the 3BRF office (as noted on the web site) and 
received a most welcome reply from its contact person, 
Kevin Hall!! 


Rather than trying to rephrase Kevin’s words, I am quot- 
ing verbatim his excellent explanations of the reason for 
and use of these three woods, as follows: 


“The first 1.5” coin is the one you see on our website and 
is our standard coin for the last few years. It has no mon- 
etary value at the Fair, but it is still coveted since it is given 
to the public by the peasants of our renaissance village, as 
a reward for interacting with the actors, winning a game, 
showing some sort of skill or just making an effort to have 
fun. The coins in turn are used to vote for their favorite 
visiting Baron: Red, Blue or Green. The Barons try to win 
the wooden coins from the public while staying true to 
their character. The Red Baron is noble, the Green Baron 
is greedy and the Blue Baron is mystical and whimsical. 
They do this by any means possible: magic, intimidation, 
rendering aid or service of some sort, and so on. 


“The introduction of the wooden coin has allowed the pub- 
lic to engage with the actors and storyline in a more 
impactful way and has become very popular. Each day of 
the Fair, a tally is given for the Barons to show who is in 
the lead. On the fourth and final day the winner is an- 
nounced, and based on our story line, the Baron wins the 
Spear of Hillthelstan - our town namesake. By winning 
the Spear, it ensures prosperity for his people for the next 
year. We have printed two orders of 10,000 over the last 4 
years. Black imprint both sides. 
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The second 1.5” coin is our 25th anniversary version of 
the town currency, to commemorate this special milestone. 
The coin was given to the public during our 25th anniver- 
sary celebration, for voting for their favorite Baron. We 
are truly thankful for the long time support the community 
has given us. 10,000 coins were produced. Black imprint 
both sides. 


We did not want to 
leave our cast out of 
the picture, so in 
conjunction with 
our Cast party, and _ 
the special Cast T- 
shirt, using similar © 
imagery, we handed 
out a special 2” 
Cast coin for the 
25th anniversary. 
Since it is made of 
wood, it had the po- 
tential to be worked 
into the period cos- 
tuming and the off 
center hole was | 
drilled to encourage © 
using it as a neck- | 
lace or as something } 
you could tie on a _ 
belt or on a piece of 
gear. It was given 
out to all current 
cast members and to 
alumni who at- 
tended the cast party. It was also given to our Vendors as a 
Thank You for being a part of the 25th year. Only 500 
were made and laser engraved by a great local company in 
Wasilla (Antlers & Ivory, Al & Kathy Fish).” 


My most sincere thanks are extended to Kevin for his won- 
derful cooperation, both in providing the 3 woods, but also 
for the wonderful and thorough explanation of their num- 
bers and usage. 


See their web page: www.3barons.org 


ARC FALL 2017 AUCTION 


Lot Price Realized 
242 Alakanuk Tokens 25 
243 Juneau Tokens 30 
244 Kwiguk Tokens 75mb* 
245 Mountain Village Tokens 40 
246 Nome Tokens 40mb* 
247 Noorvik Tokens 60 
248 Valdez Token 25 
249 Wings of Iditarod 45 
250 Nyac 1 oz. gold medal 1,380 
251 State of AK 1989 1/10 oz. gold 160 
252 State of AK 2005 1/20 oz. gold 135mb 
253 AK Railroad 1 oz. silver 1992 50 
254 AK Railroad 1 oz. silver 1998 55mb* 
255 Iditarod | oz. silver, 1999 and 2000 85 
256 UAF Rifle Team 1 oz. silver 38mb* 
257 Pioneers of AK medals 58mb* 
258 Anchorage 1 oz. silver 45mb* 
259 Iditarod buttons 60 
260 Yukon Quest pins & buttons 60 
261 Fbks. Outboard pins 30 
262 Fairbanks silver spoon 145mb* 
263 Alaska tray 25 
264 Klondyke Souvenir book 110 
265 KFAR book 55 
266 AK Travel Brochure 20 
267 Arctic Circle Certificate 45 
268 Reaching for a Star 15 
269 Jo Anne Wold books 75 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Bid reductions for the Alaska section = $121. 


CHRISTINA PROSPECT II 


The miner requested that we make new dies to his 
design and make tokens for him. He gives them away 
as gifts. At the time, we made 12, but did not have 
any to sell. 


We recently purchased some gold from him and can 
now offer these for $90, including (2) silver die tri- 
als (obverse and reverse). 


Actual size 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS, cont. 


Pembrokeshire, met her parents, and saw their dairy 
farm. Lucy is vegetarian, and when I referred to one 
of the cows as “T-bone,” she was not amused. 


Glen Wilson, another friend with whom I have been 
corresponding with for over 40 years, and who I first 
met face to face 2 summers ago when he took the 
usual sea/land tour of Alaska, joined us in Cardiff. 


We took the tour of the Royal Mint at Llantrisant. I 
got to strike my own 12-sided Pound. Press the 
button...how exciting. The display galleries after the 
tour were the best part of the tour. 


From Cardiff, we drove up to Stratford-upon-Avon 
to return the car. I successfully negotiated two weeks 
of driving on the wrong side of the road, around too 
numerous to count round-abouts (12 in the last 30 
miles), bouncing off a few curbs, and coming too 
close to a hedge only once. None of this would have 
been possible without my wife navigating from the 
passenger’s (left) seat. 


I gave a presentation on Alaska tokens at the Token 
Congress that was well received. The other presen- 
tations on various facets of token collecting in the 
UK were all interesting. So much history is tied up 
in these little pieces of (usually) metal. 


A bourse was held Saturday night, and a photo can 
be found on page 80. 


I met Stephen Oatway of Canada at the Token Con- 
gress who has been selling the Taylor, Drury & Pedlar 
tokens on eBay. He advised that a small hoard (8) of 
Dawson Floridora tokens had come onto the market. 


Between the coin events, we saw castle after castle 
after abbey after ruins. Too many to mention here. 
And sheeps, sheeps and more sheeps. A good time 
was had by all even the sheeps. 


I did not buy the souvenir I was looking for - a 1787 
Anglesey Parys Mines Penny (Anglesey Island, 
Wales) . I did not find one good enough. However, 
within days of getting back to Fairbanks, I found one 
on eBay that was supposed to be uncirculated. It is 
only AU, but the price was right. I will keep looking 
for a mint state example. 


» 
% 
. 
i 
5 
= 


Token Congress bourse with Glen Wilson, Gary Oddie, Jan Hanscom, Dick Hanscom and Bob Lyall. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


(NOME): The Elite, 25¢ in trade. Aluminum, 25mm 
(submitted by Joe Usibelli). 


STEEVE’S LAKE, NWT: Colomac Mine, North- 
west Gold Corp., Official Opening, August 23, 1990. 
; 51mm (shown reduced size), gold plated (submitted 
(NOME): Snake River Grocery, good for one loaf by Len Buth). 

of bread, aluminum, 28mm. Antonio Polet, became 

Polet Stores (submitted by Joe Usibelli). 
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SINCE 1923 
SKAGWAY, ALASKA 


SKAGWAY: Days of ’98 Show, put on by the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Aerie #25. Stiff paper, shades of 
green printing, about 170mm by 72mm (submitted by Joe Usibelli) 
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See page 86 


ALASWAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


Ny POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXIX, NO.10, DECEMBER, 2017. 


North of 60° ----- 


A HARLEY TOUR OF ALASKA 


by John Kallman 


No, I do NOT own a motorcycle, nor do I intend to purchase one. Rather, a friend of 
mine who lives in Australia collects chips from various dealerships located hither and 
yon. So in my travels, if there is one close by, I try and stop and pick up at least one each 
of every color and variety available. 


On my most recent trip, and probably last trip to Alaska, I planned to get to all of those 
that were along the way. My first trip was courtesy of the Government, visiting mili- 
tary installations in both Fairbanks and Anchorage. It was the middle of January, and 
about all I remember was various shades of white where ever you looked. That was of 
course do to the fact I was consuming large quantities of alcohol to try and keep my 
blood from freezing. 


The second trip was a round trip cruise from Seattle. On that trip, I visited various 
tourist shops and acquired many different elongated cents thinking that they would sell 
well on eBay. They did not. 


This trip was a cruise tour with a land portion preceding the cruise, starting in Fairbanks. 
Of course, after checking into the hotel and getting squared away in my room, I checked 
with the front desk as to which way was north and south so that I would not get lost in 
making my first stop - Alaska Rare Coins. While I have been a long-time subscriber 
and sometimes contributor of information to this newsletter, this was my first visit. 


While picking through his various items for sale, and picking out a few, I inquired as 
how best to get to the Harley-Davidson dealership before they closed at 6pm. Dick was 
nice enough to offer to drive me there after he closed the store. 


For those of you unfamiliar with chips in general, be they casino, card room, or an 
increasing number of commercial establishments that have nothing to do with wager- 
ing money, they are inexpensive to produce and last longer than the traditional business 
card. And if you can sell a few for more than they cost to make, so much the better! 


While what is printed on the center area is important, the outside rim, for at least to 
those who collect the casino/card room issues, is equally important. This area provides 
information as to the mold, the color of the chip, and the number of color inserts all 
mean that this is a different issue. 


a 
e a —_ \ The first is the Ace / King 
4a “4 mold while the second is 
a g : the Harley-Davidson mold. 
EB - These two examples also il- 
/ % SJ tustrated the basic color of 
% e the chips and inserts; the 


Te ‘ ] \y 
Cc i SS : ‘ . : 
is ‘ PSo4¢ —. first being a white chip with 


four blue inserts, and the 


continued on page 84 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Thanks very much to John Kallman for our lead ar- 
ticle thismonth. Any article that I don’t have to write 
is a great article. 


Thanks also to David Phillips for another MIONEY 
TO BURN article. Kind of makes me want to go 
fishing. 


See page 86 for some Yard Art. I am really looking 
forward to next summer, and not only because it won’t 
be dark and cold. 


An Index for 2017 accompanies this issue. A 
compiliation of Prices Realized for 2017 is also avail- 
able. See the subscription order blank. The 2017 
Prices realized will be mailed with the January 2018 
issue if you order it. 


Another year has flown by. Yes, I have decided to do 
another year, so a subscription blank is included with 
this issue. If your name on the mailing label is fol- 
lowed by #10/17, your subscription expires with this 
issue. Please use this subscription blank as I use 
them as a paper back-up should North Korea hit us 
with a electro-magnetic pulse weapon. Should that 
happen, I still have my manual typewriter so I can 
carry on. 


If you are an email-only subscriber, a subscription 
blank will be mailed to you. Please use it!!! 


If you are not renewing your subscription, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support, and hope that we may be of service in the 
future. 


It is the time of year to thank all of those who have 
contributed information to the newsletter, in the or- 
der their name appeared. I apologize if I missed any- 
one. 


Ray Bonnel Ric & Marge Thompson 
Jim Robb Ron Benice 

J.W. Terrill Kurtis Hawk 

David Phillips Tom Dalrymple 

Ken Rieck Lee Poleske 

Gary Arva J.D. Williams 

Joe Usibelli Len Buth 

Hougen Group John Kallman 

Ron Greene Candy Waugaman 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a, restrike 22.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 24.990B 
Chisana,Bank Coffee House, 50¢, B-2b OB150.00NB 
Circle, Eagle Saloon, | drink, B-3a OB275.00NB 
Cordova, Southern Club, 6%¢, B-36a OBS50.00NB 


Eielson AFB, NCO Chevron Club, 50¢, B-2a 17.67 
Eielson AFB, NCO Rocker Club, 50¢, B-SbI 10.50 
Eielson AFB, NCO Rocker Club, 50¢, B-SbII 21.77 
Fairbanks, Working Man’s Bar, 65¢, B-57a 158.05 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., 50¢, B-la OB99.99NB 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Pool Room, 10¢, B-47a 9.02 
Nenana, Smoke House, 12'2¢, B-7a OB75.00NB 
Northern Nav. Co., Steamer Susie, B-1b 2100.55 
Pitka’s Point, $1, small size, B-1b 202.50 
Wildwood, NCO Club, 50¢, B-1d 18.50 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pkg., $1, B-2c 115.00 
Tierra del Fuego, SE TdelF, 50¢ red 295.000B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


WARNING: Our “friend” is back on eBay trying to 
sell a maverick military token as Ft. William H. Seward. 
a es ae 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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HARLEY CHIPS, cont. 


second being white, but with three red inserts. 


All told there are eight different outlets, and on a cruise tour you can, if you time it right, make it to 
six of these. I only made it to five, missing out on the location in Anchorage due to a slow train. 
Many of the dealers are only seasonal, and those only selling knick-knacks as opposed to selling 
motorcycles. But if the cruise ships are running, it is a pretty safe bet that the stores selling these 
items are open as well. 


Of course, they ALL have web sites, and if not offered for sale on the web site, a quick email or 
phone call can probably get you what you want, and probably cost less than actually going to each 
location, but what is the fun of that? But the truth be told, I did resort to such a tactic for those 
places that either I missed or were not on the route of travel. 


The dealer in Fairbanks has two different issues known to date. One series has various denomina- 
tions on the reverse while the other has a map of Alaska. The obverse is the same, except for a 
slight difference in the font used. 


Next up is the dealership near Denali National Park. Again, with two issues, one with denomina- 
tions, the other with the Harley-Davidson logo, both with the Ace / King mold. 


aler, 
is different as opposed to what is in the center of the chip itself. One series has the Ace / King mold; 
the other the Harley-Davidson mold. This dealership has two additional locations that cannot be 
gotten to via a cruise tour. 
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HARLEY CHIPS, cont. 


Skagway was the next to last stop along the way. As above, the styles and molds are the same with 
only the wording different as you might expect. 


The capital city of Juneau was the last stop on the journey. Two styles again; one with the denomi- 
nation reverse and the other with the Harley-Davidson logo and only a single mold for both styles. 


The two dealers that are no way near where the boats go are Soldotna and Wasilla. The first has only 
one style, but two different molds as shown. Wasilla only has a single type and mold with obverse 
and reverse shown. 


Prices vary by location, from as inexpensive $1 each with no sales tax, to $2.50 to $2.95 each with 
sales tax. But overall, there are more expensive things to collect. New chips and designs are 
introduced as old supplies run out, so it is always good to check at least yearly for new items. 


HEALY & WILSON, DYEA 


Dyea, May 15, 1895: Edgar Wilson, a partner in the firm of Healy and Wilson, died here today, apparently 
of inflammation of the lungs and overexertion. He was fifty and is survived by his wife and son. Recently 
Wilson had been working on a wagon road to Chilkoot Pass and had reached Stone House with the work. He 
established the trading post under the name of Healy and Wilson here at Dyea in 1886 and recently has been 
in charge of the operation since his partner, John J. Healy, went to the Yukon River to manage the North 
American Trading & Transportation Co. 

Alaska Journal, Summer 1978, Vol. 8, No. 3. 
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YARD ART!!! 


Shown here, in pieces, are two hydraulic cannons, 
known as hydraulic giants or hydraulic monitors. 
These were used to wash away hillsides to get down 
to the gold bearing gravel. The long cannon is about 
10 feet, the small about 7 feet. Included in the parts 
are the swiveling “S” joints so the cannon could be 
swept across a hillside. 


In the photo above, you can see the two cannon, an 
“S” joint (in two pieces) and nozzle for the small 
cannon, and mounting fixtures. 


This photo gives a better view of the parts and pieces. 
The nozzle screws on to the tip of the small cannon. 


We had to leave the large “S” joint because it was 
too heavy to lift. We went back for it the next week- 
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end (after it had snowed, of course) with more muscle. 
The joint is still movable, as it pivoted as it hit the 
ground when we dropped of the back of the pickup. 


Iam n guessing an this is S pretty much what I willed end 
up with when the cannons are assembled, minus the 
piece of pipe entering the swivel joint at the bottom. 
The one shown can be seen at Kentucky Camp in the 
Coronado National Forest in Arizona. You can visit 
their website at www.kentuckycamp.org/monitor/ 
monitor.htm. 


As you can see in the photos to the left 

, the nozzle for the small cannon is chipped. Since it 
is cast iron, I thought I should bring it in the house 
for the winter. After I thawed it from the ground, I 
brought it in and used epoxy putty to “repair” the 
chips. With a little sanding and painting, it should 
look really good! 


Sadly, summer is 7 months away. I will have to de- 
vise a way to stabilize the knuckle joint, and a prop 
will have to be used out by the end of the cannon. 
But first, I need to figure out where these are going 
to reside, because I really don’t want to move them 
again. 


SNAKE RIVER 


The Snake River Grocery token that Joe Usibelli 
found is a real treasure. Polet, who apparently liked 
to issue tokens, did own a store by that name in Nome 
for a few years in the early 1900s. I believe the attri- 
bution of this token to Nome is correct and I would 
have bought it had it been offered to me. 


That being said, the token is a maverick since it lacks 
city or state of owner’s name. There is another Snake 
River that flows through Idaho, Oregon and Wash- 
ington which must have had stores along its 1078 
mile route. I checked tokencatalog.com and there 
are numerous Idaho tokens listed with Snake River 
on them. And then, at the bottom of the list, is this 
Snake River Grocery token listed as a maverick. It 
makes me wonder how many more of these are sit- 
ting in Idaho collections waiting for attribution. 

z " -Ron Benice 


CANTEEN BAR 
RESTRIKES 


restrike 


original 


As noted in Alaska & Yukon Tokens, there are “re- 
strikes” of the Canteen Bar token from Anchorage. 
An article in the TAMS Journal, April 1974 gives 
details of these restrikes. 


The restrikes use the original “Native Copper’ ob- 
verse die. However, they utilize a new reverse die 
because the original reverse die had a hairline crack. 


These were produced by Meyer & Wenthe for Clark 
Cooney. 500 pieces were struck in bronze, and 10 in 
silver in 1971. 


Differences are noted so that there is no reason to be 
fooled by the restrikes. The cent sign (¢) and letter- 
ing are smaller on the restrike. But you must have a 
comparison piece. The most noticeable difference 
seems to go unmentioned. On the original the base 


Yof the 2 is straight, while the base on the 2 on the 
9 restrike is curved. 


POLARIS HOTEL-BAR IN NOME BURNS 


In the early hours of Halloween Day, October 31, the 
Polaris Hotel and Bar in Nome was destroyed by fire. 
Firefighters arrived on the seen within 6 minutes of 
the report, but the building was completely engulfed 
in flames. There was one fatality. 
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laris Bar. The one to the left was first reported 
in 1988 


by David Phillips 


A KLAWOCK WOOD 


A totally new wood came my way recently, which 
required me to do some research as to its place of 
origin, and its issuers. 


This wood comes from the small city of Klawock on 
Prince of Wales Island, which is a large island at the 
southern end of the Alaskan panhandle. 


Access to Prince of Wales Island is from Ketchikan \ 


(56 miles away) either by plane to Klawock airport, 
or by ferry to Hollis, then a 24 mile drive to Klawock. 


The issuer of the wood is “A Place to Stay” - a pro- 
prietorship, owned and operated by Wayne and Donna 
Baxter. 


The offer a choice of four cabins in which to stay, 
plus another building housing a games room com- 
plete with exercise equipment and a socializing area. 


100 of these woods were made in 2017, and will be 


LATITUDE 67 LASER DESIGN CO. 


With the help of some good folks in Alaska, I was 
tipped off to a new wood from Big Lake. It is a new 
wood that was made by Latitude 67 Laser Design 
Co. 


It was produced as a promotion/souvenir and was 
attached to the Company’s information card. This 
package was handed out during a recent (summer 
2017) Trade Fair, to interested and potential custom- 
ers, to show the possibilities available from Latitude 
67 Design Company. 


50 of these woods were made and distributed. The 
size is slightly oblong, about 60mm by 45mm, as it is 
made from the cross section of a tree or branch. It is 
uniface, and the writing and stylized bear are brown 
in color. 
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distributed over time by the Baxters to interested 
guests of “A Place to Stay.” 


They are the standard 1% inch (38mm) size. No vari- 
eties were made at this time. 


My thanks are extended to Wayne and Donna for their 
cooperation in providing information about the 
woods. Much appreciated! 


There are no varieties. However, a persistent rumour 
suggests there might be another wood with a differ- 
ent design coming soon. 


My thanks are extended to Gale Glenn of Latitude 
67 Design Co. for providing me with the above in- 
formation. 


FOR THE RECORD 


(FAIRBANKS): Club Detour, Good for one drink, 
Good before 1OPM. Black on wood. 


aa atl ay he 7 . a eat i mae 
3 iri ey ake ye : 
> “gp A The Palm Gardens a 
bs &  MOsT BEAUTIFUL DINING 4 
_ ROOM IN THE NORTH” 

Delicious Chicken & Steai's 

Foods of All Nations 
ie ee QUA 


Penge waa? 
‘ 


FAIRBANKS: The Palm Gardens, advertising mir- 
ror. Black on pink, 73mm x 52mm (submitted by 
Candy Waugaman). 


JUNEAU: Klondike Gold Co., $12.50 toward pur- 
chase. Black on tan, size not reported (submitted by 
Candy Waugaman). 


COOL BUTTONS! 


f Alaska 


July 22, 2047 


FAIRBANKS: Prospector’s Monument dedicated by 
the Pioneers of Alaska at Pioneer Park (aka Alaska- 
land), July 22, 2017. Multi-colored, 76mm 


FAIRBANKS: The Arctic Council, U.S. Chairman- 
ship, 2015-2017, 2017 meeting. Greenish, white and 
black, 76mm. 


YELLOWKNIFE, NWT: 50th Anniversary, 1934- 
1984, Raven on a yellow knife; Homecoming, 1984, 
50 on a gold bar, mining headframe. About 38mm, 
looks like brass. 
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EDITED BY 
DICK HANSCOM 


RONALD J. BENICE 
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6th Edition 
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Prices are postpaid via priority mail. 
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